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CANADA    (HXLIFAX,   Ac.    RAILWAY). 


RAILWAYS  (BRITISH  n6RTH  AMERICA). 


RETURN  to  Two  AddreBset  of  the  Honourable  I'lic  House  orCommonB, 
dated  11  April  and  2  May  1862  i—for, 

(Adobess,  II  April  1802.) 

A  "  COPY  of  any  0f7ICIal  Communications  between  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  and  the  Commissioners  representing  the  Provinces 
of  Canada,  Neto  Brunsioick,  and  Nova  Scotia,  on  the  subject  of  a  Proposed  N 
Communication  by  Railway  between  the  Port  of  Halifax  and  those 
Provinces." 


(Address,  2  May  1862.) 

That  there  be  added  to  the  Rbtijrn  relative  to  Canada  (Halifax,  &c. 
Railway),  addressed  for  on  the  1 1th  day  of  April  last,  Copies  or 
Extracts  of  any  Despatches  from  the  Governors  of  those  Colonies  on 
tlie  same  subject,  and  of  any  Answers  which  may  have  been  given 
conveying  the  Decision  of  Her  Majesty's  Government." 


Colonial  Office,    1 
a  May  1802.       | 


C.  FORTESCUE. 


(^iVr.  Crawford,) 


Ordered,  by  The  House  of  Commons,  to  be  Printed, 
5  Matj  1862. 
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SUBJECT. 


Page. 


MEMORIAL  OF  THE  DELEGATES  FROM  CANADA,  NOVA  SCOTIA,  AND 

NEW  BRUNSWICK. 


The    Delegates  irom 
Canada,  Nova  Scotia, 
and  New  Brunswick, 
to  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle, K.O. 


Memorialising  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  on  the  subject 
of  the  proposed  Intercolonial  Uailway  between  Halifax 
and  Quebec,  and  praying  for  an  early  decision.  Argu- 
ments in  favour  of  their  proposals  are  embodied  in  the 
documents  enclosed,  viz. :  Memurandum  by  the  Dele- 
gates ;  Letter  from  Messrs.  Johnston  &  Archibald, 
dated  20  August  1857,  addressed  to  the  Right  Honour- 
able H.  Labouchere  ;  Letter  from  the  Delegates  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  26  October  1858;  and  a 
Memorandum  by  Messrs.  Macdonald  &  Rose 


DESPATCH  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR  GENERAL  OF  CANADA. 


Viscount  Monck  to  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle, 


31  October      1861 
(No.  4.) 


Enclosing  Copy  of  o  Recommendation  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  of  Canada,  made  in  consultation  with 
the  Members  of  the  Councils  of  Novii  Scotia  and  New 
BninsN  ick,  to  renew  the  offer  nmde  to  the  Imperial 
Government  to  aid  in  the  constiuctiun  of  on  Inter- 
colonial Railway  between  Halifax  and  Quebec ;  and 
also  Copy  of  a  further  Order  in  Council,  approved 
by  Sir  £.  Head,  authorising  the  Honourable  P.  M. 
Vankoughnet,  a  Member  of  the  Executive  Council, 
to  proceed  to  England  for  that  purpose  ■     -        -        - 


la 


DESPATCHES  FROM  THE  LIEUTENANT  GOVERNOR  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA. 


3. 


4. 


The  Right  Hon.  '■  <> 
Earl  of  Mulgravc  .j 
the  Duke  of  New- 
castle, K  u. 


The  Uipht  Hon.  the 
Earl  of  Mulgravt! 
to  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle, K.O. 


April     -     1801 
(No.  27.) 


20  October-    1801 
{No.  73.) 


Transmitting  a  joint  Address  to  Her  Majesty,  passed 
by  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Asstmbly 
of  Nova  Scotia,  on  the  subject  of  the  Intercolonial 
Railway,  ond  assuring  Her  Majesty  of  their  anxiety 
lor  the  ooropletiou  of  the  line.  Should  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  be  enabled  to  advise  Her  Majesty  to  enter- 
toin  the  proposition,  the  Province  will  appoint  a 
Delegation  to  proceed  to  England       .... 

Announces  the  appointment  of  the  Honourable  Mr. 
Howe  and  the  Honourable  Mr.  M'CuUy,  as  Delegates, 
to  proceed  to  Quebec,  to  consult  with  the  Government 
of  Canada,  in  hope  that  some  united  action  nii^lit 
be  ogrecd  njion  to  tiicilitiitc  the  carrying  out  of 
the  Intercolonial  Railway ;  points  out  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  by  an  unbroken  line  of  railway  of 
],4U0  miles  in  extent;  states  that  Mr.  Howe  hasi  been 
I'oniniissiuned  to  proceed  to  England  to  co-operate 
with  the  gentlemen  selected  by  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral of  Caiiada  and  the  Governor  of  New  Bruns- 
wick ...         ...... 
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From  Wuom. 


Number  and  Date. 


SUBJECT. 


Paob. 


DESPATCH  FROM  THE  LIEUTENANT  GOVERNOR  OF  NEW  BRUNSWICK. 


Lieutenant  Governor 
tl.e  Hon.  J.  H.  T. 
Manners  Sutton  to 
the  Duke  of  New- 
castle, K.O. 


Enrloiiinf;;  a  joint  Address  to  Her  Majesty  from  the 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Assembly,  praying 
that  Imperial  aid  may  be  afforded  to  the  construction 
of  the  Intercolonial  Railway       ..... 


SO 


DESPATCHES  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 


6. 


7. 


The  Duke  of  New. 
castle,  K.  G.,  to  the 
Viscount  Monck.       I 


Tlie  Duke  of  New- 
rustic,  K. «'..,  to  the 
Viscount  Alunck. 


11  December  1861 

(No.  17.) 


12  April    -     180-2 
(No.  93.) 


Acknowledffing  Despatch  No.  4,  of  the  .31  at  October 
1861 ;  transmitting  copies  of  Minutes  of  the  Executive 
Council  respecting  the  appointment  of  Delegates  to  pro- 
ceed to  England,  and  authorizing  the  Honourable  P. 
M.  Vankoughnet  to  represent  the  Government  of 
Canada    .-....--- 

In  reply  to  Despatch  No.  4,  of  the  .31st  October  1801, 
reporting  that  at  a  Meeting  at  Quebec  of  Members  of 
the  Councils  of  Canuda,  Nova  Scotia,  and  New  Bruns- 
wick, it  was  resolved  that  the  three  Governments 
should  renew  the  ofler  made  to  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment to  aid  in  the  construction  of  an  Intercolonial 
Railway  between  Halifax  and  Quebec ;  and  that  Mr. 
Vankoughnet  had  been  appointed  to  represent  Canada, 
Mr.  Howe,  Nova  Sootia,  and  Mr.  Tilley,  New  Bruns- 
wick. 

Announces  the  decision  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
on  the  subject  -....--. 
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COPY  of  any  Official  Communications  between  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  and  the  CommiBsioners  representing  the  Provinces  of 
Canada,  New  Brunswick,  and  Nova  Scotia,  on  the  subject  of  a  Proposed 
Communication  by  Railway  between  the  Port  of  Halifax  and  those 
Provinces ;  also,  Copies  or  Extracts  of  any  Despatches  from  the 
Governors  of  those  Colonies  on  the  same  subject,  and  of  any  Ans'WERS 
which  may  have  been  given  conveying  the  Decision  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government. 
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a  Memorial  addressed 


Copy  of 

Scotia,    and    New  Brumxcick,  to 
London,  2  December  1861. 


by  the  Delegates  from  Canada,  Nova 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  k.  g.,    dated 


May  it  please  Your  Grace, 

The  undersigned,  having  presented  their  credentials,  and  discussed  informally 
with  your  Grace,  and  with  some  other  Members  of  the  Cabinet,  tlie  objects  of 
their  mission,  were  about  to  forward  to  your  Grace  a  communication  on  the 
subject  of  the  intercolonial  railroad  (the  draft  of  which  they  enclose)  when  the 
startling  events  of  the  past  week  rendered  that  task  supererogatory. 

Those  events  so  completely  vindicate  the  forethought  and  patriotism  of  <he 
Colonial  Legislatures,  of  the  gentlemen  who,  from  time  to  time,  have  represented 
their  views  in  this  country,  and  of  the  British  statesmen  who  have  given  them 
countenance  and  aid,  that  the  undersigned  deem  it  unnecessary  to  do  more  than 
to  present  to  your  Grace  a  list  of  the  papers  in  which  their  arguments  are 
embodied,  and  a  copy  of  the  Minute  of  Council  by  which  they  have  been 
empowered  to  make,  as  they  now  do  in  the  terms  of  that  Minute,  a  renewed 
oiFer  to  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

Th(!  war,  which  in  the  Provinces  we  have  long  foreseen  as  likely  to  arise  out 
of  complications  between  the  mother  country  and  the  United  States,  is  now 
imminent ;  the  frontier  which  would  have  been  defended  by  means  of  rapid 
communication,  is  unprotected,  and  exposed  to  the  concentration  of  troops 
upon  the  termini  of  at  least  seven  railroads. 

Winter  is  upon  us,  and  a  hundred  thousand  men  can  be  thrown  by  the 
enemy  upon  the  frontier  with  more  ease  than  a  single  battery  can  be  trans- 
ported to  Canada,  or  a  single  barrel  of  flour  can  be  brought  down  to  the  sea- 
board Provinces,  which,  cut  off  by  war  from  the  United  States,  and  by  ice  from 
Ciiuada,  must  depend  upon  Europe  for  breadstufiis  with  the  granaries  of  half  a 
continent  in  their  rear. 

If  those  events,  and  strategic  contrasts,  now  patent  to  all  the  world,  do  not 
plead  the  cause  of  British  America,  and  finally  settle  this  question,  the  under- 
signed feel  that  any  thing  they  could  add  would  be  a  needless  intrusion  upon 
the  patience  of  the  Cabinet. 

The  undersigned  do  not  believe,  that,  in  presence  of  the  perils  which  all 
Her  Majesty's  subjects  are  called  upon  to  confront,  an  hour  should  be  lost  in 
deciding  upon  a  question  which  lies  at  the  very  basis  of  national  defence.  If 
the  Provinces  are  to  be  plunged  into  a  war  without  the  cheap  defence  which 
they  liave  urged  was  indispensable  to  their  protection,  let  them  have  at  least 
the  sati.sfaction  of  reflecting  that  it  is  for  the  last  time  ;  and  if  our  commerce 
is  to  be  imperilled,  and  our  cities  exposed  to  pillage  and  conflagration,  let  us 
not  have  to  defend  both  with  the  depressing  conviction  on  our  minds,  that  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers  are  indifferent  to  our  position,  and  care  less  for  the  security 
of  our  frontier  than  they  do  for  that  of  their  island  homes. 

Whatever  the  answer  is  to  be,  the  undersigned  would  respectfully  urge  that 
it  shoidd  not  be  long  delayed.  War  will  find  all  the  Provinces  in  many  ways 
unprepared,  and  the  undersigned,  upon  whom  will  rest  heavy  responsibilities, 

2IO.  A  will 
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will  require  every  hour  of  time  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  period  as  they 
ought.  They  will  not  permit  themselves  to  believe  that  any  but  one  answer 
will  be  given,  but  whatever  tlie  answer  is,  it  should  if  possible  be  prompt  and 
decisive,  that  their  minds  may  be  freed  from  other  thoughts  than  those  which 

the  stern  duties  of  the  hour  imperatively  de:iiand. 

•  '     .('»■"■  .  ' 

We  have,  &c. 
(signed)         P.  M.  Vankoughnet, 
'    ■    ■  *  for  Canada. 

•  Joseph  Howe, 

for  Nova  Scotia. 
S.  L.  Tillcy, 


\ 


for  New  Brunswick. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  I. 

At  a  Meeting  held  in  the  Executive  Council  Chamber  at  Quebec,  on  Monday,  the 
30th  September  1861,  there  were  present — 

The  Honourable  Joseph  Howe,  1 

„  Mr.  Archibald,  I  From  Nova  Scotia. 

„  Mr.  M'CulIcy.J 

The  Honourable  Mr.  Tillov,       \ 

Mr!  Ehll.    P"""-  New  Brun.wick. 
Mr.  Walters,    i 


M 

n 

» 


The  Honourable  Mr.  Carticr. 

Mr.  Macdonald. 


» 
» 

M 
M 
M 

M 


Mr.  Ross. 

Mr.  Vankoughnet. 

Mr.  Alleyn. 

Sir  N.  F.  Belleau. 

Mr.  Gait 

Mr.  Cauchon. 


And  it  was  unanimously  resolved,  that  the  three  Governments  of  Canada,  New  Bruns- 
wick, and  Nova  Scotia  do  renew  the  offers  made  to  the  Imperial  Government  on  the 
26th  day  of  October  1858,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  an  intercolonial  railway,  to  connect 
Halifax  with  Quebec ;  and  that  a  delegation  from  each  Province  shall  immediately  pro- 
ceed to  England,  with  the  object  of  pressing  the  project  upon  the  attention  of  the  Home 
Government,  giving  them  the  assurance  that  the  Governments  of  the  respective  Provinces 
will  endeavour  to  procure  the  necessary  legislation  at  the  next  ensuing  Sessions  of  their 
respective  Parliauients. 

It  was  further  resolved,  that  t!ie  route  to  bo  adopted  be  decided  by  the  Imperial 
Government. 

Certified, 

(signed)         tVm.  11.  Lee, 

C.  E.  C. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  1 . 
Memorandum. 

The  undersigned  have  been  deputed  by  the  Governments  of  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and 
New  Brunswick  to  submit  a  renewed  proj><)sition  for  tlie  completion  of  the  intercolonial 
railroad  connecting  the  harbour  of  Halifax,  which  is  open  all  the  year  round,  with  the  rail- 
ways on  the  St.  Lawrence.  Having  delivered  our  credentials,  and  discussed  the  subject 
of  our  mission  with  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  and  with  some  other  members  of  the 
Cabinet,  we  now  proceed  to  submit  in  a  more  formal  shape  a  recapitulation  of  the  grounds 
ujion  wliich  we  thmk  that  the  propoiiiition  we  have  been  sent  to  make  ought  Xu  bo  favourably 
and  speedily  entertained. 

These  naturally  divide  themselves  under  thi*ee  heads: — 

1.  To  what  extent  previous  communications  with  the  Imperial  Government  have 
justly  led  the  Provinces  to  rely  upon  Imperial  assistance  in  the  construction  of  that 
which  has  been  uilmitted  to  be  an  Imperial  work  : 

2.  The  reasons  of  public  policy,  which  render  its  cimstruction  at  the  present  time  a 
measure  of  wise  precaution,  indispensable  to  our  national  defence :  and, 

3.  The  financial  aspect  of  the  (luei-tion. 

1.  On 
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1.  On  this  head,  wc  beg,  in  the  first  place,  to  refer  to  the  memorandum  dated  Augoat 
1807,  and  signed  by  MeRsrs.  Macdonald  and  Roec,  together  with  the  lett«r  of  Menrs. 
Johnston  and  Archibald,  of  20  August  1857,  and  also  to  the  memorandum,  dated 
26  October  1858,  and  signed  by  Messrs.  Cartier,  Ross,  Gait,  Fisher,  Smith,  Tupper, 
Henry,  and  Dickey,  which  contam  the  history  of  the  question  at  well  as  the  general  argu- 
ment    These  papers  are  enclosed. 

To  the  memorandum  and  letter  of  August  1857  a  roplr  is  oontuned  in  the  Despatch  of 
the  Hight  honourable  H.  Labouchere,  addressed  to  the  Oovemor  General  of  CuuKia,  and 
dated  ISth  May  1858.  That  despatch  states,  "  Although  participating  with  the  memben 
of  the  several  local  governments,  and  with  their  own  pradecesson  m  office,  in. a  strong 
sense  of  the  importance  of  this  object.  Her  Majesty's  advisers  cannot  feel  themselvaa 
justified  in  applying  to  Parliament  for  the  required  guarantee.  Their  reasons  for  declining 
to  tpke  this  step  are  solely  of  a  financial  description.  They  feel  that  the  heavy  expendi- 
ture to  which  this  country  has  been  subjected  of  late  years,  and  the  calk  upon  the  resouioM 


In  answer  to  the  memorandum  of  the  26th  October  1858,  a  Despatch  from  the  Bight 
Hon.  Sir  E.  B.  Lytton  to  the  Governor  General  of  Canada  and  the  Lieutenant  Qovemom 
of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  dated  24th  December  1858,  states,  that,  "  Inde- 
pendently of  any  military  advantages  which  might  attend  the  existence  of  an  unintemiptad 
communication  by  rail  over  British  territory,  in  the  event  of  any  disturbamce  of  the  exui- 
ing  friendly  relations  of  Great  Britain  with  all  other  countries,  some  benefits  of  an  Imperial 
kind  would  at  once  accrue  from  the  completion  of  the  Intercolonial  Railway ;  the  letten 
from  England  would  pass  over  a  shorter  and  cheaper  route,  and  the  movement  of  troop* 
would  gain  in  point  of  convenience  and  economy." 

The  Despatch,  however,  postpones  Imperial  assistance,  for  reasons  analogous  to  then 
given  in  the  despatch  of  Mr.  Labouchere. 

This  Despatch  closes  the  official  correspondence  on  the  subiect. 

Wc  submit,  therefore,  appealing  to  past  communications,  tnat  tha  Provinces  h»v§  full 
justification  for  rnlying  upon  Imperial  co-operation;  to  be  rendered  at  least  when  the 
position  of  Great  Britain  warranted  her  in  undertaking  the  responsibility  of  the  completion 
of  the  Intercolonial  Railway. 

The  undersigned  feel  that  here  they  might  rest  their  case,  as  they  do  not  believe  that 
Her  Majesty's  Advisers  will  forget  the  hopes  held  out  by  previous  Governments,  or  press 
a  literal  construction  of  any  bargain  or  unaerstanding  with  the  Colonies,  where,  especially 
as  in  this  case,  it  can  be  shown  that,  in  a  measure  of  common  interest  and  mutual  aefence, 
the  Colonics  have  already  done  more  than  their  share ;  but  they  are  desirous  to  meet  every 
argument  by  which  the  proposition  for  Imperial  aid  may  be  op))osed. 

Those  who  in  this  country  fear  the  cost  of  colonial  garrisons  in  the  west,  shoold 
remember  that  the  British  Provinces  lost  more  during  the  last  war  than  those  garrisona 
have  ever  cost,  and  that  in  a  single  year  of  Wkr  with  tne  United  States  they  would  agun 
lose  more  than  the  value  of  all  the  military  expenditure  for  half  a  century  to  come. 

We  are  content,  however,  with  our  present  position,  and  with  the  aifectionate  and 
honourable  relations  with  the  mother  country,  which  it  is  clearly  our  mutual  interest  to 
maintain,  and  which  were  never  more  firmly  based  in  thorough  loyalty  than  at  this  moment. 
But  the  ({uestion  arises  always,  how  can  the  connexion  be  oest  cemented  and  the  frontier 
put  in  the  best  attitude  of  defence. 

Tho  Colonial  Secretary,  who  has  recently  visited  America,  does  not  require  to  be 
informed,  tliat  since  the  war  of  1812  the  United  States  have  covered  their  country  with  a 
network  of  railways,  and  that  seven  of  these  lines  run  directly  in  upon  the  Canadian  fron- 
tier, while  others  traverse  or  reach  the  shores  of  the  Great  Lakes,  commanding  the  chief 
entrepots  of  Canadian  commerce  ;  and  others,  again,  extend  to  the  seaboard  cities  directly 
fronting  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  or  through  the  State  of  Maine  to  within  80  miles 
of  the  borders  uf  New  Brunswick.  If  these  railroads  did  not  exist,  the  colonial  militia, 
witli  slight  aid  from  the  Imperial  Government,  could  defend  our  frontiers  in  case  of  war, 
as  they  did  in  1812 ;  but  by  the  aid  of  these  railroads  it  is  obvious  that  the  United  States 
could,  at  any  time  within  a  week,  concentrate  upon  their  termini  100,000  men  or  more,  a 
force  that  we  might  in  the  end  successfully  oppose,  but  one  so  formidable  as  to  enable 
them  to  capture,  and,  if  they  were  so  disposed,  to  destroy  our  cliief  cities  before,  by  any 
means  now  at  our  di^^posal,  we  could  concentrate  our  domestic  forces,  or  receive  effective 
aid  from  England.  Wliile  the  United  States  maintained  a  standing  army  of  only  10,000 
men,  the  danger  of  a  surprise  did  not  appear  to  be  very  imminent.  A  few  British  regi- 
ments would  have  been  sufficient  to  cone  with  such  a  force,  and  our  volunteers,  with  such 
instructors,  could  have  been  disciplinea  as  fast  as  theirs. 

But  all  this  has  been  chano;ed  within  the  year.  The  Northern  States  have  now  at  least 
a  quarter  of  a  million  of  embodied  troops  upon  the  Potomac,  and  considerable  numbers 
under  arms  in  various  States,  besides  50,000  three-months  men,  who  have  returned  to 
their  homes  with  some  degree  of  discipline,  and  some  knowledge  of  camp  life.  The  whole 
of  the  Northern  States  is  one  vast  recruiting  ground.  Should  the  present  civil  war  con- 
tinue, it  is  c<mtended  by  some  that  there  will  be  full  employment  for  these  forces  at  die 
south ;  but  vulnerable  as  Canada  now  is,  she  invites  attack  from  that  surplus  force  which 
now  exists.  But  when  this  contest  ends,  and  end  it  must  (even  should  no  conflict  with  ua 
mark  tiie  interval),  either  by  exhaustion,  by  conquest,  or  by  the  interference  of  Foreign 
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Powers,  there  will  remain  in  the  Northern  States  200,000  or  300,000  trained  Holdicro,  with 
a  fair  proportion  of  ambitious  military  diieftains  emulous  of  distinction,  or,  it  mn^  be,  not 
indisposed  to  wipe  out  in  foreign  fields  the  remembrance  of  discomfiture  experienced  in 
civil  strife.  Besides  disciplined  masses  of  eoldiers,  tlie  United  States  will  have  accumu- 
lated vast  stores  of  warlike  materials.  Enormous  ouantities  of  small  arms  and  of  cannon 
have  been  purchased  or  manufactured,  and  the  estaolishments  founded  by  a  lavish  expen- 
diture can  readily  supply  as  many  more.  The  United  States  thus  have  been  suddenly 
transformed  from  peaceful  communities  pursuing  lawful  commerce  to  a  military  republic. 

The  British  Provinces  survey  these  phenomena  without  fear,  but  not  without  emotion ; 
and  they  ask,  as  the  first  measure  of  indispensable  precaution  and  obvious  defence,  that 
the  Intercolonial  Railroad  shall  be  completed  without  delay. 

Without  that  road  the  Provinces  are  dislocated,  and  almost  incapable  of  defence  for  a 
great  portion  of  the  year,  except  at  such  a  sacrifice  of  life  and  proi)erty,  and  at  such  an 
enormous  cost  to  the  mother  country,  as  makes  the  smnll  contribution  which  she  is  asked 
to  give  towards  its  construction,  sink  into  insignificance.  With  that  railroad  we  can  con- 
centrate our  forces  on  the  menaced  points  of  our  frontier,  guard  the  citadels  and  works 
which  have  been  erected  by  Great  Britein  at  vast  expense,  cover  our  cities  from  surprise, 
and  hold  our  own  till  reinforcements  can  be  sent  across  the  sea ;  while  without  the  railway, 
if  an  attack  were  made  in  winter,  the  mother  country  could  put  no  army  worthy  of  the 
national  honour,  and  adequate  to  the  exigency,  upon  the  Canadian  frontier,  without  a 
positive  waste  of  treasure  far  greater  than  uie  principal  of  the  sum,  the  interest  of  which 
she  is  asked  to  contribute,  or  rather  to  risk. 

The  British  Government  have  built  expensive  citadels  at  Halifax,  Quebec,  and 
Kingston,  and  have  stores  of  munitions  and  warlike  material  in  them ;  but  their  feeble 
garrisons  will  be  inadequate  for  their  defence,  unless  the  l*n)vincial  forces  can  he  concen- 
trated in  and  around  them.  An  enterprising  enenty  would  carry  them  by  coujm  de  main 
before  tliey  could  be  reinforced  from  Kngland ;  and,  once  taken,  the  ports  and  roadsteads 
which  they  have  been  erected  to  defend  would  not  be  ovcrsafc  for  the  naval  armaments 
sent  out  too  late  for  their  relief. 

Since  this  subject  was  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  the  British  Government  in  1851, 
taking  the  very  moderate  military  expenditure  of  last  year  as  the  basis  of  an  estimate, 
4,477,590/.  have  been  expended  in  the  British  Provinces  for  the  maintenance  of  a  few 
thousand  troops  in  a  time  of  profound  peace.  Of  what  avail  is  this  expenditure  ?  With 
what  object  has  it  been  incurred,  or  are  similar  disbursements  to  be  continued,  if  tlie  only 
work  which,  during  five  months  of  the  year,  will  furnish  the  means  of  securing  the  Pro- 
vinces is  to  bo  neglected  ?  Why  spend  so  much  money  if  it  is  to  be  of  no  use  hereafter, 
and  if  proper  precautions  are  not  taken  to  protect  the  projicrty  which  has  been  made  thus 
valuable  ? 

Therefore,  we  desire  to  strengthen  our  frontier  by  the  completion  of  a  work  indispens- 
able to  its  defence.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say,  that  the  construction  of  the  Intercolonial 
Railroad  might  save  us  the  cost  of  a  war,  for  the  Americans  are  tliemselves  sagacious 
enough  to  see  that  with  that  work  completed  surprise  is  impossible,  and  the  results  of  a 
protracted  war  at  least  extremely  (lnubttul.  Without  it,  Canada  and  the  Maritime  Pro- 
vinces may  be  cut  asunder  and  outflanked  at  any  moment,  without  the  ]>ossibility  of  their 
population  leaning  u|>on  common  |>oints  of  supjxirt,  and  aiding  and  strengthening  each 
other.  Wc  arc  reluctant  to  believe,  then,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  forget  the 
opinion  expressed  by  Lord  Durham  in  his  Ke|iort,  or  will,  even  if  disimscd  to  construe 
strictly  the  terms  of  the  offer  inailc  in  1851  by  Lord  Grey,  overhK)k  the  momentous 
interests  now  at  stake,  or  the  altered  circumstances  which  at  the  present  moment  invest 
this  subject  with  so  niurh  of  nntioniil  interest  and  iin|K)rtance. 

Though  the  undersigned  argue  this  question  upon  higher  grounds  than  those  of  inero 
finance,  they  repent  that  they  urc  not  imliflerent  to  the  financial  aspect  of  it. 

The  Colonies,  unnidvd,  have  themselves,  since  IH.Ol,  already  made  nearly  one  half  of 
the  railway  route,  and  the  construction  of  about  350  miles  more,  by  the  joint  action  of  the 
Imperial  and  Colonial  Governments,  will  complete  the  Intercolonial  Railway.  Our 
Governments  and  people,  having  dune  so  much  already,  now  propose  to  ctmtributc  more 
than  one  half  of  the  liability  of  what  remains,  and  thus  to  he  n>s|)onsible  for  00,000/.  a 
year,  and  also  for  the  right  of  way.  The  mother  country  is  only  now  aiked  to  give 
6(),<KM)/.  a  year,  so  far  and  so  hmg  only  as  the  deficiency  of  the  revenue  of  the  railway 
would  need  it. 

What  is  she  to  get  or  to  save,  is  not,  however,  an  unreammablo  question.  We  will 
endeavour  to  supply  an  answer. 

The  British  Government  now  nay  to  two  lines  of  steamers,  one  of  wliich  carricH  her 
mails  and  ]>assengera  pa.st  the  British  Provinces,  I8{I,.'>(M)/.  Make  the  Intercolonial  Rail- 
road, and  'here  (^anuiit  tii>  the  sliglitcHt  pretence  under  any  circumstances  for  continuing 
thcio  Hul)sidics  beyond  the  port  of  Halifax,  and  the  subsidy  ought  then  not  to  exceed 
li2,lHKl/.,  the  amount  of  i><)Rtage  now  actually  reccivo<l. 

If  the  contract  to  the  (talway  Line  is  reiiewo<l,  the  subsidy  should  <mly  rover  the  sea 
service  from  the  nearest  [loinf  in  Irciaml  to  »ho  nearest  |iort  <m  the  Cimtinent  of  Aiufrica. 
It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  subsidies  are  required  to  maintain  communications  between 
the  Maritime  Provinces  and  the  United  States;  steamers  run  all  summer  from  Halifax  and 
St.  ilohn  to  Portland  and  Boston,  maintained  by  private  enterprise,  and  will  soon  Iks 
adetpiate  to  the  winter  service,  if  left  to  a  lair  field  of  open  com|ietitiun.  Subsidies  to  a 
reliable  line  of  ocean   steamers  may,  by  the   British  (iovernniont,  notwithstanding  the 
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differences  of  opinion  existing,  bo  considerad  indUpenaable,  but  these,  if  limited  to  the 
amount  of  postage  (112,000?),  would  save  77,500/.  a  year,  so  soon  as  the  International 
Railroad  is  completed  to  Halifax.  This  saving  would  more  than  cover  the  entire  sum 
which  the  Imperial  Government  is  now  asked  to  risk  to  insure  the  construction  of  that 
work. 

But  in  addition  to  the  cost  of  ocean  steamers,  the  British  people  now  pay  for  the  trans- 
mission of  their  correspondence  with  their  own  urovincos,  12  j  cents  per  ounce  on  letters 
and  two  cents  on  newspapers  sent  through  the  United  States,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
A  large  sum  per  annum,  which  could  be  saved  to  the  country. 

The  cost  of  conveying  by  land  a  single  regiment  from  Halifax  to  Quebec  in  1638,  is 
stated  to  have  been  30,000/.  The  cost  of  transportation  in  winter  was  so  great  in  1855, 
that  xht  regiments  so  much  wanted  in  tiie  Crunoa,  and  not  required  in  Canada  at  all, 
had  to  be  left  there  till  the  war  was  over. 

Were  the  Intercolonial  Railway  built,  troops  could  be  forwarded  from  Halifax  to 
Quebec  in  24  hours. 

If  to  the  amount  which  may  be  fairly  deducted  from  the  steam  ship  subsidies  be  added 
the  amount  paid  to  the  Post  OflSce  of  the  United  States,  and  the  actual  cost  of  moving 
troops  and  material,  on  an  average  of  10  years,  the  figures  will  show  an  amount  of  saving 
far  beyond  the  aid  asked  for,  and  whicn  ought  to  satisfy  the  moat  rigid  economist  that 
wliile  what  we  urge  secures  Imperial  interests  now  in  peril,  it  saves  the  resources  of  the 
English  people. 

There  is  one  view  of  this  subject,  which  surely  should  not  be  overlooked.  Within  the 
last  10  years,  but  235,285  emigrants  from  the  Dritish  Islands  went  to  the  Provinces,  while 
more  than  six  times  the  number,  or  1,405,243,  went  to  tiic  United  States,  and  arc  now 
citizens  of  that  country,  whoxc  northern  commercial  {mlicy  is  seen  in  the  Morrill  Tariff, 
which  shuts  out  the  manufactures  of  this  country.  Lot  us  hope  tliat  it  is  not  too  late  to 
turn  the  tide  of  emigration  elsewhere,  that  the  life  blood  of  the  parent  state  may  not  be 
drained  off  to  extend  the  power  of  a  people  who  alone  can  threaten  or  endanger  the 
British  rule  in  America,  and  whose  jealous  sensitiveness  renders  a  continuance  of  their 
friendship  towards  Great  Britain  at  all  times  uncertain. 

To  sum  up,  the  pro|M»8al  made  to  the  British  (rovcriunent  is  to  join  the  three  Proviifbes 
in  a  guarantee  of  four  per  cent,  upon  3,000,(MX)/.  sterling,  the  assumed  cost  of  the  pro- 
posed works,  less  the  cost  of  the  right  of  way,  which  the  Provinces  will  provide.  The 
Provinces  are  ready  iu  pass  hills  of  supniy  for  6(),(HK)/,  a  year,  if  the  Imperial  Government 
will  do  the  same  ;  and  as  no  doubt  this  Imperial  route  will  gradually  work  on  with  increas- 
ing returns,  the  sum  of  the  risk  will  gradually  diminish,  luitil  at  lost,  and  perhaps  before 
'inany  years  are  over,  the  liability  may  cease  altogetiior.  The  Canadian  Railway  Com- 
panies are  open  to  treat  for  thu  working  of  the  new  line,  so  ai*  to  avoid  any  liability  beyond 
tlio  gross  amount  of  the  joint  guarantee.  The  selection  of  the  route  of  the  line  is  left 
solely  to  the  British  Government. 

Should  the  British  Government  prefer  to  raise  tiio  capital  fur  building  the  road,  their 
outside  responsibility  under  such  arrangements  would  bo  3^  per  cent,  on  3,()(K),00U/.,  or 
about  97,500/.  a  year,  and  the  Provinces  would  still  bo  rosimnsible  for  one-half,  leaving  a 
net  liability  to  the  British  Government  of  only  48,750/.  a  year ;  hut  if  they  are  not  diii- 
posed  thus  to  increase  their  nominal  and  decrease  their  real  responsibility,  the  Aim  rc<]uircd 
for  the  estimated  length  of  350  miles  of  railway,  namely  3,000,000/.,  can  be  raised  on  the 
terms  named;  viz.,  by  the  mutual  guarantee  of  120,(K)0/.  a  year,  or  60,000/.  a  year  from 
the  Provinces,  and  60,(K)0/.  a  year  from  the  British  Government,  which  guarantee  will 
•«nable  the  issue  at  i)ar  of  ,'5,(MM»,(M10/.  of  four  per  cent,  stock. 

And  now,  believing  that  in  this  and  fonner  papers  submitted  to  the  Imperial  authorities, 
-all  the  arguments  in  (letail  in  favour  of  the  intcrrolonial  ])oliry  sought  for  have  been  fully 
aet  forth,  the  undersigned  have  only  to  add  that  it  ap|)ears  to  them  that  such  arguments 
are  conclusive.  That  the  subject  should  be  looked  u|m)u  and  dealt  with  mainly  iu  regard 
to  the  consideration  of  permanent  ronnexiim  iietweon  Great  Britain  and  the  Provinces, 
and  the  relative  iKwitions  of  England  and  the  United  States,  in  the  event  of  hostilities 
between  them. 

Is  or  is  not  tho  completion  of  the  lino  of  railway  betwooii  Halifax  and  Quebec  essential, 
or  at  least  of  infinite  unportancu,  as  enabling  Kngland  to  carry  on  by  land  as  well  as  by 
■ca,  a  war  with  the  only  power  iu  America  which  can  assail  her,  as  enabling  her  to  pro- 
tect a  portion  of  her  own  dominions? 

Should  war  with  the  United  Stales  of  America  break  out  during  tiie  ])reBent  or  any 
winter,  how  is  Kngland  to  cope  with  her  adversary  by  land  ?  How  can  she  trant jiort  a 
mouth  hence  to  the  |N>ints  of  strategy  in  Canada,  Uie  necessary  tr(H)ps  and  material  oi^  war? 
And  to  what  mortifiealion  and  disiutter  may  not  her  few  soldiers  usually  in  garrison  there 
bo  sulijectetl,  for  want  of  that  aid  whieli  the  Iiiten;ohmial  Railway  could  bring  them? 
Again,  Kngland  has  pledged  herself,  and  without  a  formal  pledge  would  doubtless  strive 
that  tho  whole  force  of  the  Empire  should  be  put  forth  for  thu  defence  of  tho  Provinces  in 
the  event  of  a  foreign  invasion  ;  but  how  can  that  strongth  bo  put  forth  in  Canada  without 
the  moans  of  reaching  it  in  wintor. 

lUit  while  sho  may  hy  her  navy  hold  the  American  seaboard  in  terror,  tho  American 
forces  can  enter  Canada,  and  3,0(M),(NM)  of  people  will  ho  leH  Ut  rope  with  2(),(MM),U(N),  in  a 
war  in  the  cause  of  which  they  would  havo  had  no  eouoern,  and  in  tho  conduct  of  which 
they  could  have  no  voice. 

A  dispute  in  Uie  China  seas  way  invulvo  tho  United  States  and  England  in  war,  and 
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Canada  without  this  mcanfl  nf  protection  will  have  to  bear  the  bnint  and  flufTcring  of  it„ 
without  having  provoked  the  dift'crcnce,  or  being  directly  interesteil  in  the  quarrel. 

The  undersigned  muet  desire  it  to  be  understood  that  the  financial  position  of  the 
Provinces  does  not  enable  them  to  hold  out  any  hope  that  more  than  is  herein  proposed 
can  bi3  offered  by  the  Provinces  themselves.  Tlie  heavy  responsibilities  for  her  railway 
undertakings  now  pressing  upon  her  hare  com]M!lled  Canada,  in  order  to  preserve  her 
credit  with  her  debenture  holders,  to  impose  imjiort  duties  on  a  scale  which  has  already 
raised  discussion  in  England,  and  laid  her  under  the  imputation  of  having  had  resort  to  a 
system  of  commercial  protection,  when  in  fact  she  was  simply  straining  tier  resources  to 
preserve  her  credit  and  good  faith. 

To  her,  therefore,  as  well  as  to  the  other  ProTincee,  greater  sacrifices  are  impossible. 

As  the  selection  of  the  route  to  be  adopted  has  been  confided  by  the  Provinces  to  the 
British  Government,  and  all  local  disputes  in  regard  to  it  thus  removed,  the  undersigned 
would  urge  the  importance  of  making  use  of  the  coming  winter  to  select  and  locate  the 
line  of  railway.  And,  if  it  were  possible  to  lay  upon  the  ground  some  of  the  heavier 
material,  roost  valuable  time  would  also  be  gained. 

The  lino  can  be  completed  in  two  summers,  and  if  the  coming  winter  be  used,  the  rail- 
way may  be  completed  by  the  fall  of  1863. 

[Draft  of  the  proposed  Memorandum  referred  to  in  the  Letter  to  his  Grace  of  the 
2d  December  18G1.J 
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Kiiclosure  3,  in  No.  1. 

Sir,  2,  Sufiblk-place,  Pall  Mall  East,  20  August  1B57. 

In  preparing,  agreeably  to  your  desire  at  our  late  interview,  a  statement  of  the  consi- 
derations on  wliicii  we  solicit,  on  behalf  of  Nova  Scotia,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Legislature,  Imperial  assistance  towards  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Halifax  to 
(Quebec,  through  British  territory,  wc  beg  to  recall  the  fact  that  the  application  u  not  now 
uiade  for  the  first  time. 

2.  The  jKilicj  of  connecting  the  Provinces  of  British  North  America  by  a  line  of 
railway  extending  from  the  sea  shore  of  Nova  Scotia  into  the  interior  of  Canada,  Wiis  first 
suggested  by  a  British  statesman  of  grc»t  sagacity  and  political  foresight.  Lonl  Durham  saw 
the  iiiiiiicnHe  advantages  of  this  great  work,  not  only  to  the  Provinces  but  to  the  Empire. 

The  itlca,  once  suggested,  was  not  lost  sight  of.  Earl  Grey,  when  Colonial  Minister, 
felt  the  importance  of  the  question,  and  in  a  Despatch  to  Lord  l*^lgin,  dated  3l8t  December 
1846,  he  referred  to  a  convention,  to  be  composed  of  delegates  from  the  Government  of  the 
different  British  Colonies,  the  consideration  of  "  the  mode  in  which  the  Provinces  should 
co-o|ierate  with  onch  other  and  with  Her  Mi^esty's  Government  in  promoting  the  cou- 
•truclion  of  the  projwsed  ruilway." 

3.  The  Provinces  thus  invited  by  Her  Mtgesty's  Ministers  to  the  consideration  of  a 
question  uf  deep  interest,  catered  engerly  u|)on  it ;  and  from  that  (Miriod  to  the  present 
have  (lone  ^vcrytliing  in  tiieir  ]M)wi>r  to  promote  this  great  work. 

Up  to  IH.'jO,  vitriou.4  modes  of  carrviug  it  out  were  suggested  from  time  to  time ;  and  the 
different  Colonial  Legislatures  readily  gave  to  each  scheme  that  was  brought  forward  suck 
ofiiers  of  assistance  us  their  resourcea  enabled  them  to  afi(>nl.  In  the  summer  of  that  year. 
however,  tlieir  liojies  of  success  were  frustrated  by  a  Despatch  from  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
informing  the  Ciovernnient  of  Nova  Scotia  that  the  British  Ministry,  receding  from  their 
origin:. I  position,  would  afford  no  aMiistance  to  carry  out  a  project  too  great  fur  unassisted 
colonial  resourced. 

4.  T)i(inpj)«intcd  in  her  original  hopes.  Nova  Scotia  turned  her  attention  to  the  con- 
struction ot  Hucli  iocnl  railways  as  were  required  for  the  development  of  her  owu  commerce 
and  iniiiistry,  and  Blmrtly  at'torwiinN  cent  to  Engluiid  a  delegate  charged  to  endeavour  to 
interest  the  Britifli  Government  in  tiie  (luestion,  so  as  to  procure  such  a  guarantee  of  the 
Provincial  bonds  as  would  enable  her  to  borrow  the  money  she  required,  upon  favourablu 
terms. 

The  (lelegnto,  upon  submitting  liis  proiwisitions,  was  infnrmetl  that  the  Government 
coiiltl  licit  uniicrtaki!  icifurnidi  any  aid  to  projects  of  nierclv  Provincial  imnortanoe,  but  he 
wui*  invited  to  u  renewal  of  the  intercohmiai  scheme.  This  was  agsiin  ueliberately  con- 
sidcrcd  by  Her  Msjetitv's  Government ;  and  Earl  Grey  communicated  through  Mr. 
Hawes,  in  a  DcKpatch,  dated  loth  March  1851,  a  formal  decif<ion  on  the  part  of  nimself 
and  his  colleagues  to  afford  a  guarantee,  or  advance  the  money  fnmi  the  Imperial  Treasury, 
upon  the  express  comlilion  of  provision  being  made  by  the  three  Provinces  for  opening  a 
romjilete  line  of  communication  from  Halifax  to  Quebec  or  Montreal,  through  British 
territory  ;  and  in  a  conimuniiation  to  Lord  Elgin,  then  Governor  of  British  America, 
written  four  ilays  n)'lerwardi<,  he  put  forth,  as  the  gniund  of  the  guarantee,  the  imiMirtance 
of  the  work  to  the  inlere-ts  of  the  Kiiqiire. 

Wr  refer  to  the  corres|K)ndciice  on  that  occiwion,  and  to  the  engageinonts  given  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  as  expre-ned  in  Earl  Grey's  DcKpatches  to  tVio  Governor  General 
and  to  Mr.  Howe,  thnmgh  Mr.  Hnwes,  before  alluded  to. 

The  prineiiiles  ii|Hin  whicli  our  present  ojiplicatioii  in  luafle  are  stated  with  so  much  sig- 
nificant y  in  these  documents,  that  wc  beg  |)emiission  to  quote  a  few  passages. 

in 
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In  Mr.  Hawcs'  letter  the  delegate  of  Nova  Scotia  was  told,  "  You  are  already  aware, 
from  the  repeated  conversationB  which  you  have  had  with  Lord  Grey,  of  the  strong  ssnse 
entertained  by  his  Lordship  and  collet^ues  of  the  extreme  importance,  not  only  to  the 
Colonies  directly  interested,  but  to  the  Empire  at  large,  of'  providing  for  the  construction 
of  a  railway  by  which  a  line  of  communication  may  be  established  on  British  territory, 
between  the  Provinces  of  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  and  Canada ;  and  the  various 
plans  which  have  been  suggested  for  the  uccomttlishnientof  this  object  have  undergone  the 
most  attentive  consideration."  Mr.  Hawes  is  airected  to  state,  in  very  distinct  terms,  the 
conditions  and  considerations  on  which  the  aid  was  granted.     His  language  is — 

"  As  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  of  opinion  that  they  would  not  be  justified  in 
asking  Parliament  to  allow  the  credit  of  this  country  to  be  pledged  for  any  object  not  of 
groat  importance  to  tlie  British  Empire  as  a  whole,  and  they  cU)  not  consider  that  the 
projected  railway  would  answer  this  description,  unless  it  should  cstubliah  a  line  of  com- 
munication between  (he  three  British  Provinces,  it  must  be  distinctly  understood  tiiat  the 
work  is  not  to  be  commenced,  nur  is  any  part  of  the  loan  for  tiie  interest  on  which  the 
British  Treasury  is  to  be  rtsponsible  to  be  raised  until  arrangements  are  made  with  the 
Provinces  of  Canada  and  New  Brunswick,  by  which  the  construction  of  a  line  of  railway, 
paaeing  wholly  through  British  territory  from  Halifax  to  Quebec  or  Montreal,  shall  be 
j)rovi<kd  for  to  the  satisfaction  of  Her  Majesty's  Government" 

The  language  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  is  not  less  emphatic:  he  says,  "From  the  cor- 
respondence which  I  have  already  had  with  your  Lordship  on  the  subject  of  the  projected 
railroad  from  Halifax  tt)  Quebec,  you  are  well  aware  that,  although  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  not  hitherto  been  enabled  to  take  any  steps  towards  the  execution  of  that  work, 
it  is  an  undertaking  which  they  have  long  earnestly  desired  to  see  accomplished,  at  they 
believe  it  to  be  one  calculated  very  greatly  to  advance  the  commercial  and  political 
interests  both  of  the  British  Provinces  in  North  America  and  of  the  riiother  country.  It 
is  therefore  with  great  saliiji'ui'tion  that  I  liave  now  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  I  have 
reason  to  ho^jc  that  the  time  is  at  length  come  when  this  great  national  enterprise  may  be 
undertaken  with  advantage,  if  there  still  exists,  as  I  am  assured  there  docs,  as  strong  a 
desire  to  promote  it,  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  and  New  Brunswick,  as  taey 
formerly  expressed,  and  as  tlie  people  of  Nova  Scotia  have  recently  manifested." 

The  three  Provinces  accepted  the  proffered  assistance  on  the  conditions  announced  to 
them,  and  agreed  upon  a  line  of  railroad  along  the  northern  shore  of  New  Brunswick, 
acceptable  to  the  British  Government,  The  contemplated  enterprise  was  only  abandoned 
in  consequence  of  a  misunderstanding  as  to  the  extent  of  the  guarantee  proposed  by  Earl 
Grey,  which,  on  the  one  hand,  was  supposed  to  include  a  railroad  through  New  Brunswick, 
along  the  Bay  of  Funday,  towards  the  noundary  of  the  United  States,  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  was  held  to  be  confined  to  the  direct  line  to  Canada. 

Subsequently  this  obstacle  was  attempted  to  be  removed  by  an  arrangement  amoni;  the 
governments  of  the  tliree  Provinces,  that  the  line  through  New  Brunswick  to  Canada 
snould  be  transferred  from  the  northern  shore  to  the  Valley  of  St.  John.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  declined  to  accept  the  latter  line,  on  the  ground  that  it  defeated  a  material 
consideration  on  their  i)arf,  by  bringing  the  line  of  communication  through  the  British 
Provinces  in  too  close  proximity  to  tne  Amcriciin  frontier. 

The  ])08itive  pledge  of  the  British  Government,  thus  deliberately  given,  has  never  been 
withdrawn.  The  conditions  upon  which  that  ]>ledge  was  given,  Nova  Scotia  has  faithfully 
complied  with,  and  her  pco])lc,  whose  policy,  tt)  a  large  extent,  has  been  moulded  by  that 
pledge,  feel  that  tlicy  huvc  a  strong  claim  u{ion  the  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government. 

On  the  failure  of  the  intercolonial  scheme,  Nova  Scotia  has  reverted  to  her  former  policy, 
but,  despairing  of  Imperial  iiosistanrc,  has  borrowed  money  on  the  credit  of  her  own  uomfs, 
and  is  ]iushing  forward  her  local  railways  as  rapidly  as  her  resources  allow.  Already  she 
has  put  KJO  miles  under  contract;  one-fourth  of  the  whole  is  in  operation,  and  the  re- 
mainder a]iproachcs  com])lction. 

Of  these  lines  the  only  part  available  for  the  Intercolonial  Railway  is  the  section  between 
Halifax  and  Truro.  Prom  Truro  to  New  Brunswick  border,  the  intercolonial  line 
presents  less  prospect  of  remunerative  return,  and  would  not  be  un<lcrtakcn  by  the  Province 
without  niil,  and  unless  to  connect  with  the  Intercolonial  Railways.  Still  Nova  Scotia  is 
not  incensible  to  the  ])(mit.ioii  she  occupies  on  the  foreground  of  British  America.  For 
intercolonial  nnd  Imperial  purposes  sliu  is  willing  to  make  sucrificcs  which  eonnncrcial 
considr  rat  ions  alone  wiudd  not  jttstifv.  She  will  construct  a  road  which,  but  for  those 
considerations,  she  would  not  venture  upon,  if  Great  Britain  will  enable  her  to  do  so.  She 
asks  no  cnntriliution,  tluiu<;h  slie  believes  the  Imperial  Government  might  well  give  it. 
What  she  does  ask  is,  that  lier  bonds  for  the  ex|M!nditurc  from  Halifax  to  the  New 
Brunswick  bolder  shall  be  ^uiirantecd  by  the  British  GoverninenI,  and  the  Province  be 
thus  enabled  to  borrow,  upon  llic  most  favouranlo  conditions,  the  amount  she  requires,  and 
she  will  en;rnge  to  eonstruet  and  to  uinintain  and  work  the  road  throughout  that  distance, 
on  llie  accDiint  and  at  the  risk  of  the  F'rovinec. 

The  f^uarantee  asked  fur  involves  no  risk. 

The  I'mxinee  of  Nova  Scotia  is  advancing  in  material  prosperity  at  a  rate  which  will 
eoinjinre  tavunralily  with  any  part  of  the  western  world. 

Iler  taxes  the  lowest  in  tlie  world,  her  reveiuio  has  always  been  equal  to  her  ro(iuire- 
mcnts,  and  is  rapidly  iniieaslng.  From  184!)  to  \H54,  with  no  material  alteration  in 
iiii|iosts,  the  revenue  doubled  in  amount. 
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*  Sic  in  orig. 


The  population  increases  at  a  rate  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  whole  of  the  United  States,. 
and  much  greater  than  that  of  the  States  immediately  contiguous  to  our  border. 

Insnlar  in  its  position,  Nova  Scotia  largely  erigages  in  maritime  enterprises.  Her  coasts 
skirted  by  fisheries,  the  best  in  the  world ;  her  liosom  filled  with  enormous  deposits  of  coal 
and  other  niinemls,  not  to  be  found  on  the  seaboard  of  the  United  Stntes,  the  natui-al 
habits  of  a  maritime  imputation  have  in  these  sources  unlimited  scope  for  enterprise ;  while 
in  the  interior  of  the  country  large  tracts  of  the  best  land  for  fanning  purposes  reward 
the  industry  of  an  agricultural  population,  not  inferior  in  enterprise  to  any  similar  clatis  in 
any  part  of  the  world. 

Nova  Scotians  may,  with  some  pride,  refer  to  the  various  sources  from  which  the  prosperity 
of  their  country  springs ;  and  we  allude  to  it  now  and  dwell  upon  it  because  we  wish  the 
British  Government  to  understand  that  we  will  incur  no  debt  that  we  are  not  able,  as  well ' 
as  willing,  to  pay,  and  to  show  them  that  what  we  now  solicit  may  be  safely  granted.     To ' 
us  the  boon  will  be  large,  but  they  may  confer  it  without  loss  and  without  risk. 

The  course  of  events  since  1851  has  not  weakened  the  claims  of  the  Colonies,  or ' 
diminished  the  obligation  or  interest  of  the  Imperial  Government  to  extend  assistance 
towards  the  object  in  view. 

Without  that  period  all  the  three  Colonies,  and  especially  Canada,  by  embarking  largely 
their  own  resources  in  railroad  enterprise,  have  earned  a  right  to  seek  assistance  which 
they  did  not  possess  before ;  while,  by  this  absorption  of  their  own  resources,  they  have 
diminished  their  ability  to  accomplish  this  great  work. 

Under  no  circumstances  would  they  enter  without  assistance  upon  the  construction  of 
an  Intercolonial  Railroad  from  Halifax  to  Quebec.  Neither  of  them,  if  possessed  of  the 
means,  has  a  sut.'iciently  large  inducement  or  separate  interest  in  the  undertaking  to 
justify  encountering  its  hazards  and  burthens;  and  were  it  otherwise,  a  work  so  large  and' 
of  so  little  remunerative  promise  is  beyond  the  compass  of  their  own  largely-taxed' 
resources. 

Hence  it  may  be  truly  assumed,  that  if  the  British  Government  do  not  afford  essential 
aid,  this  great  "  national  undertaking,  calculated  ver^  greatly  to  lulvanco  the  commercial 
and  political  interests  both  of  the  BritiHh  Provinces  m  North  America  and  of  the  mother  ■ 
country,"  to  use  the  language  of  the  British  Cabinet  in  1851,  will  never  be  accomplished. 

It  will  not,  however,  fail  because  Her  Majesty's  North  American  subjects  are  too  short- 
sighted to  com])rehcnd  its  important  national  bearings,  or  too  indifferent  to  tlie  general 
welfare  to  care  for  its  accomplishment,  or  too  much  occupied  with  their  own  mere  immediate 
concerns  to  be  willing  to  contribute  towards  it.  It  is  because  of  the  higher  and  larger  . 
infliiciicos  <it'  the  work,  as  much  as  in  consideration  of  local  benefits,  that  we  urge  the 
undertiiking  on  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

In  case  of  hostilities  with  the  United  States,  the  facility  which  a  railroad  from  Halifax, 
through  British  territory,  would  atfonl  for  the  transport  of  troops  and  munitions  of  war 
would  be  of  incitlculnble  advantage,  nml,  in  a  mere  financial  ]M>int  of  view,  would  probably 
in  a  few  m<mths  repay  all  that  the  (iovemmcnt  might  have  contributed.  In  connexion  ' 
with  large  steamers  on  the  ocean,  enal)ling  the  (iovernment  to  transiiort,  in  a  few  weeks, 
on  any  tlirentened  emergency,  an  army  to  any  iM)int  of  Her  Majesty's  North  American 
posscsxion.-i.  it  would  render  unnecessary  the  constant  maintenance  of  a  large  military  force 
within  them. 

Nor  is  it  the  least  of  the  advantages  that  would  result  from  this  facility,  that  the  know- 
ledge of  its  existence  would  tend  to  avert  hostilities  tlmt  otherwise  might  grow  out  of  a 
sense  of  comiiamtivc  impunity  tittendniit  on  aggressive  movements.  Not  less  than  17  *  lines 
of  American  rnilrnsids  lead  through  tlic  United  Stntes  to  tlic  borders  of  Canada,  and  give  ■ 
the  mi'tin»  of  rapid  hostile  ajmnuich.  Not  a  single  line  of  British  railroad  connects  the 
Provini'ps  together,  or  affonis  rommniiicntion  from  the  Atlantic  shore  through  national- 
territory.  Of  the  tlireo  routes  by  which  Ca  :ada  is  reached,  viz.  by  the  St.  Lawrence, 
by  lines  of  railroad  that  triiversc  the  I'nited  States,  and  through  the  wilderness.  The  latter 
wonid  iiiiine  be  available  for  the  transjiortoftroojis  or  munitions  of  war,  in  the  case  of  hosti- 
lities commenced  or  threatencil  nt  the  beginning  of  winter. 

On  such  an  event  tlie  s|iectacle  lui^'iit  be  presented  of  n  large  an<l  )irominont  Cohmial 
Possession  of  tiic  lMn|iire,  iissailed  hy  a  suiicrior  force,  and  cut  off  except  at  great  ex|io- 
sure,  ex|icnsc,  and  delay,  irom  ettiMtuiil  ai(l,  not  only  from  the  parent  State,  Init  from  the 
adjoining  Colonics, 

None  more  than  the  inhnliitiints  of  .Vova  S<'otia  «|i|trcciate  the  lulvantages  of  peaceful 
relation-  with  flic  I'nited  States.  Tiiey,  however,  wlio  are  placed  in  close  priixiuiity,  are 
less  crc<liilniis  than  others  may  lie  as  to  the  im|Kissiliiiity  of  hostilities  between  the  txv" 
Power-,  and  yet  it  is  np|Hirciit  to  all  that  the  foreign  relations  of  no  (lovcrnment  are  «> 
suhjci-t  :is  those  of  tlie  I'nited  States  to  the  liitluiMice  of  poiiular  impulse,  or  of  |»arly 
interests.  This  con-iiierution,  illustrated  as  it  recently  was  liy  the  enlistment  dispute, 
sufhciently  indicates  that  u  iioliey  founded  on  the  assumed  impossiliility,  or  high  improba- 
bility of  Imstililies  with  that  people,  must  be  deficient  in  the  forecast  that  seeks  by  timely 
and  siiitiililc  preparation  to  prevent  aggression,  or  successfully  to  repel  it. 

The  great  work  we  adviK-atc  is  us  necessary  to  enahle  Her  Majesty's  North  Aniericnii 
Colonies  to  promote  their  mutual  progress  in  peiuie,  as  it  is  rei[uisite  for  their  eonmion 
defence  in  war.  It  is  almost  impossihlo  for  those  at  a  dist*n(!e  to  (unnprehend  how  inucli 
New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Seotia  are  unallic<l  to  C'anada  by  those  bonds  of  mutual  inter- 
course that  might  be  expected  to  snimist  between  Cohmies  of  the  same  Kmpire  placed 
together  under  circinnstunces  that  make  a  close  union  their  common  interest  and  security. 

With 
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With  the  United  States  Canada  has  unlimited  means  of  communication  by  Ukes, 
riven,  canals  and  railroads,  and  eztennve  and  intimate  intercourse  is  the  result  The 
capital  of  New  Brunswick,  connected  with  the  United  States  by  a  short  and  easj  naviga- 
tion, maintains  relations  as  close.  Nova  Scotia,  almost  an  island,  sends  vessels  from  every 
part  of  her  shores  to  the  neighbouring  ports  of  the  Union,  and  carries  on  a  trade  so  exten- 
sive, that  of  the  annual  tonnage  that  enters  the  port  of  Boston,  more  than  half  is  fimn 
Nova  Scotia. 

The  means  of  intercommunication  between  Canada  and  the  Lower  Provinces  is 
utterly  insignificant  in  the  contrast. 

By  land ;  for  practical  purposes  none  exists,  an  uncultivated  and  hilly  country  opposes 
an  effectual  barrier :  Colonel  Robinson's  valuable  report  of  his  surveys  ra  1848  gives  un- 
questionable information  on  this  head.  By  water,  the  comparatively  distant  and  cir- 
cuitous navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  offers  the  only  route,  one  little  used  while  open 
and  dosed  through  a  laree  part  of  the  year ;  the  resiut  is  ignorance  and  indifference  as 
regards  each  other,  with  little  concern  or  ability  for  mutual  benefit. 

An  Intercolonial  Railroad  would  give  the  means  of  communication  at  present  wanting; 
it  would  open  to  Canada  an  Atlantic  seaboard  on  British  soil,  from  which  she  is  now  cut 
off,  and  it  would  offer  to  the  lower  Provinces  a  ready  access  to  the  vast  field  of  enterprise 
and  progress  occupied  by  their  fellow  subjects  in  the  interior ;  it  would  prove  a  benefit 
of  incalculable  value,  should  it  be  the  precursor  of,  as  it  is  an  absolute  necessity  towards,  a 
legislative  union  of  Her  Majesty's  North  American  Provinces,  a  measure  essential  to  the 
tm  development  of  the  power  which  their  situation  and  character  are  calculated  to  confer, 
and  without  which  they  never  can  attain  the  high  podtion  to  which  their  united  energies 
and  advantages  would  lead  them. 

When  the  important  objects  to  be  accomplbhed  by  this  work  are  considered,  and  the 
difficulties  of  carrying  it  out,  owing  to  the  large  extent  of  uncultivated  country  through 
which  it  must  pass  in  New  Brunswick  and  Canada,  with  the  consequent  drawbacks  upon  its 
remunerative  cnaracter,  it  seems  not  unreasonable  to  expect,  in  addition  to  the  Imperial 
guarantee  for  the  loan  contracted  by  the  Provinces,  some  more  direct  and  substantial  aid 
as  a  contribution  from  the  national  funds  for  national  advantage. 

Confining  ourselves,  however,  to  Nova  Scotia,  the  aid  we  solicit  is,  we  think,  moderate, 
and  such  as  would  entiul  neither  inconvenience  nor  loss  on  the  British  Government 

In  pressing  upon  your  urgent  consideration  the  obligations  which,  in  our  opinion,  impose 
upon  Her  Majesty's  Government  the  duty  of  extensively  aiding  the  construction  of  an 
Intercolonial  Railroad,  we  are  not  insenmble  to  the  feeble  influence  excited  by  the  represen- 
tation of  d.uiger8  distant  and  problematical,  when  the  attention  is  already  occupied  by 
objects  of  present  and  urgent  interest 

Much  that  we  have  suggested  is,  however,  neither  distant,  nor  hypothetical,  but  is  of 
actual  existence  and  daily  operation.  For  while  Canada  remains  cut  off  from  communi- 
cation with  the  lower  Provinces  and  with  the  AUantic  shore  on  Britbh  territory,  the 
tendencies  to  alienation  between  her  and  the  sister  Provinces,  and  to  the  approximation  of 
all  the  Colonies  to  the  United  States,  must  strengthen  and  mature. 

That  imrtion  of  our  observations  founded  on  the  contingency  of  war  with  the  United 
States,  aeds  indeed  with  the  future ;  but  if  the  history  of  nations,  and  the  experience  of 
the  past,  may  be  relied  on,  it  can  hardly  be  treated  as  hypothetical  in  the  sense  which 
should  preclude  it  from  present  consideration ;  for  the  undertaking  which  we  urge  must  be 
aocomplished  while  the  danger  that  proniptH  it  is  distant  and  C(mtingent,  otuerwise  it 
will  Clime  too  late  to  avert  the  evils  it  is  designed  to  counteract  That  the  time  will 
ccnie  when  the  evils  resulting  from  the  want  of  such  a  communioation  between  the  North 
American  Provinces  will  bo  felt  should  the  measure  be  delayed ;  and  that  the  question 
will  arise,  where  rests  the  resixmsibility  for  neglect?  We  cannot  doubt  Her  Majesty's 
colonial  subjects  will  not  be  found  chargeable. 

As  early  as  the  year  1848,  at  the  instance  of  the  Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  at 
the  expense  of  the  three  (!olonie8,  the  survey  of  Colonel  Uobinson  was  made ;  and  his 
re|)ort,  full  of  ^'he  most  useful  iiii'urniation,  exists,  to  show  the  necessity,  the  difficulties, 
and  the  practicability  of  the  undertaking.  Since  that  time  re^teated  and  strenuous  efforts 
have  been  made  by  those  Colonies  towards  prumoting  the  object.  Now,  without  mutual 
concert,  and  each  acting  on  its  own  apprchenHJon  of  tne  importance  of  the  measure,  the 
Governments  of  Canaila  and  Nova  Scotia  have  severally  commissioned  delegates  to  press 
the  subject  on  the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 


Wo  have,  &c. 
(signed) 
The  Right  Honourable  Henrv  Labouchcre, 
Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies- 


.t.  .h 


J,  W.  Johmton, 
A.  G,  Archibald. 


With 
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to  PAPERS  RELATING  TO 


Enclosure  4,  in  No.  1. 

The  Intebcolonial  Railway  (Canada,  &c.) 

Copt  of  a  Letter  addressed  by  the  Delegates  from  Canada,  New  Brunswick,  a^d 
Nova  Scotia,  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

3,  Charles-itreet,  St.  JamesVsquare,  London, 
Sir,  26  October  1858. 

EncL  4,  in  No.  l.  The  subject  of  an  Intercolonial  Railway  from  Halifiuc  to  Quebec  hati  been  so  frequently 
and  BO  fully  discussed,  both  as  between  the  Colonies  interested,  and  between  those  Colonies 
and  the  Home  Government,  that  the  undersigned  do  not  now  propose  to  reproduco  at  length 
the  arguments  which  have  been  from  time  to  time  urged  in  favour  of  its  construction. 

The  late  Earl  of  Durham,  in  his  Report  upon  the  affairs  of  Britisli  North  America, 
suggeeited  the  importance  of  this  rulway. 

The  first  practical  step,  however,  was  taken  in  the  organization  of  a  survey  by  Mr. 
Gladstone,  when  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  in  1846,  which  survey  occupied  a 
considerable  period  of  time,  involving  a  large  amount  of  expense,  and  to  which  expense 
Canada,  New  Brunswick,  and  Nova  hcotia  contributed. 

Earl  Grey,  when  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  in  1861,  distinctly  pledged  the 
Imperial  Government  to  aid  in  making  the  line,  by  affording  the  Imi>erial  guarantee  to  the 
payment  of  tlio  interest  on  the  capital  required  fur  the  work,  and  this  pledge  would  doubtless 
nave  been  cairied  out  at  the  time  had  not  n  difficulty  arisen  as  to  a  branch  line  from  the 
main  line  into  the  State  of  Maine,  for  the  cost  of  which  Mr.  Howe,  ot  Nova  Scotia,  also 
claimed  the  Imperial  guarantee. 

Subsequently,  in  1852,  Mr.  Hincks,  on  behalf  of  Canada,  and  Mr.  Chandler,  acting  for 
New  Brunswick,  brought  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  Sir  John  Pakingtoa,  then  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies,  who  in  effect  repeated  the  pledge  of  Earl  Grey  ;  but  a  difficulty 
arose  as  to  the  route. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  us  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonics,  in  the  ensuing 
year  had  the  project  under  consideration,  with  a  view  to  carrying  it  out ;  the  Russian  war, 
however,  unfortunately  intervened,  and  prevented  any  progress  being  made  until  last  year 

il857),  when  Messrs.  Macdonald  and  Rose  from  Canada,  and  Messrs.  Johnson  and  Archibald 
irom  Nova  Scotia,  again  made  application  to  the  Home  Government,  and  submitted  to  Mr. 
Labouchere  propositions  for  the  completion  of  this  railway. 

The  undersigned  have  thus  but  briefly  referred  to  the  action  in  relation  to  this  question 

as  between  the  Imperial  and  Colonial  Governments,  knowing,  sir,  as  they  do,  that  you  are 

fully  acquainted  with  its  history  in  all  its  bearings,  and  that  a  reference  to  the  Parliamentary 

,  Blue  Books  for  the  documents  and  Despatches  alluded  to,  will  be  more  convenient  and 

satisfactory  to  you  than  a  repetition  of  their  coiitenta. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  the  state  of  the  question  in  the  Colonies  interested 
has  been  materially  changed  since  the  correspondence  with  Earl  Grey  and  Sir  Joho 
Pakington. 

At  that  time  Canada,  New  Brunswick,  and  Nova  Scotia,  had  not,  in  fact,  taken  any  step 
incurring  debt  or  liability  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  project ;  and  it  is  proposed  here  to 
state  briefly  what  has  been  done  and  wliat  liabilities  incurred  in  the  respective  Provinces 
.  towards  carrying  out  this  great  Imperial  and  Provincial  work. 

Canada  has  not  only  provided  for  the  construction  of  a  line  of  railway  from  (Quebec  to 
Montreal,  and  thence  westward,  passing  through  Kingston  and  Toronto  to  the  western 
boundary  of  that  Province  at  Sarnin,  the  foot  of  Lake  Huron,  but  40  miles  below  Quebec 
have  been  made,  and  are  now  worked  for  traflSc ;  and  during  next  year  a  further  distance 
of  70  miles  to  Riviere  du  Loup,  now  being  made,  comprising  in  the  aggregate  1 10  miles 
below  Quebec,  or  864  miles  in  all,  from  Riviere  du  Loup  to  Somia,  will  be  completed,  at  a 
cost  to  the  Province  of  3,111,500/.  sterling,  raised  and  paid  out  since  1852  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  this  railway,  and  involving  an  annual  charge  upon  the  revenues  of  the 
Province  to  the  extent  of  186,000  /.  sterling.  From  River  du  Louj)  to  the  New  Brunswick 
Frontier,  the  distance  to  be  yet  made  depends  upon  the  route  selected,  the  shortest  distance 
being  about  50  miles  ;  and  there  will  then  be  a  continuous  line  of  railway  throughout  the 
entire  lengtli  of  Canada,  from  its  extreme  eastern  boundary  on  the  New  Brunswick  border 
to  its  western  boundary  at  Samia  on  Lake  Huron. 

In  addition  to  this  large  outlay,  Canada  will  contribute  the  sum  of  20,000/.  sterling 
annually,  to  aid  in  laii^ing  the  caiiital  lur  the  completion  of  this  important  work. 

New  lirunHwick  has  incurred  a  heavy  debt  in  the  construction  of  railways.  Upon  the 
completion  of  the  unfini.sheti  porti')n  of  the  road  between  Shediac  and  the  city  of  St.  John, 
a  distance  of  1 10  niilec,  which  are  now  under  contract,  her  total  expenditure  for  the  construc- 
tion of  railway-"  will  exceed  HO(»,(HI(l  /.  sterling,  for  which  »!ie  will  be  subject  to  the  payment 
of  an  annual  intcn^t  olMS.OOO/.  sterling.  She  lia*  already  given  1(M),(M»0  acres  of  land  to 
the  St.  Andrew's  and  tiuo'iec  Railway  and  Land  Contpany,  and  ban  pledged  a  further  large 
grant  of  land,  ami  aj:recd  to  pay  an  annual  sum  of  .j.OtK)  /.  sterling  to  the  same  company  (m 
cor'ain  con(liti<in.s,  to  anxint  in  the  cniihtruction  ol' a  railway  from  St.  Andrew'f  to  Woodstock, 
a  dii'tan<'i' of  H.)  inilcH.  (!()  niih'sof  whirli  will  be  finished  thi«  autumn.  Notwithstanding 
thene large  expenditures,  New  lirtiniwick  will  now  provide  a  free  right  uf  way,  and  contribute 

»  20,000/. 
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20,000  /.  sterlins  annually  to  aid  in  raising  the  e  xeeterj  capital  for  the  completion  of  the 
Intercolonial  railway. 

Nova  Scotia  before  the  close  of  this  year,  will  have  opened  for  tra£Sc  61  miles  of  the 
Trunk  line  from  Halifax  to  Truro,  and  a  branch  line  of  31  miles  connecting  the  main  line 
with  Windsor,  and  the  fertile  counties  of  the  western  poijtion  of  the  ProTince  on  the  basin 
of  mines,  has  been  in  operation  since  June  last. 

This  portion  of  the  trunk  line  has  cost  about  500,000/.  sterling,  and  the  Windsor 
branch  300,000 1,  sterling,  the  interest  of  which  is  chargeable  upon  the  revenues  of  the 
Province,  tiio  capital  having  been  rused  upon  Provincial  debentures  bearing  six  per 
cent,  interest.  To  complete  the  tmnk  line  from  Truro  to  the  borders  of  New  Brunswick, 
there  remain  about  69  miles. 

Unless  it  be  in  connexion  with  the  intercolonial  railway,  it  forms  no  part  of  the  policy 
of  Nova  Scotia  to  carry  the  line  from  Truro,  to  the  New  Brunswick  frontier,  as  unaided 
it  is  entirely  beyond  her  resources ;  and  a  line  is  now  being  located  from  Truro  to  Picton, 
by  whicli  communication  will  be  opened  with  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  Prince  Edward 
Island,  and  the  Eastern  Counties,  including  Cape  Breton. 

In  the  event,  therefore,  of  the  present  effort  failing  to  enlist  the  sympathy  and  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Imperial  Government  in  completing  the  intercolonial  railway,  in  which  the 
general  interests  of  the  Empire  are  so  largely  involved,  Nova  Scotia  must  turn  her  resources 
to  the  construction  of  the  line  to  Picton ;  and  no  hope  can  be  entertained  that  she  will 
afterwards  be  able  to  contribute  to  the  Quebec  and  Halifax  Line,  as  all  her  means  will 
have  been  expended  upon  the  local  lines  already  indicated.  So  deeply  impressed  is  she, 
however,  with  t<ie  immense  importance  of  this  great  Imperial  and  Colonial  Railway 
undertaking,  that  although  nearly  one  half  of  the  line  through  Nova  Scotia  has  been  ma^ 
and  com])lcted  since  the  action  of  her  Legislature  in  1849,  she  is  now  willing  to  renew  the 
pledges  then  given  to  grant  a  free  right  of  way,  and  provide  and  pay  20,000  /.  sterling 
annually,  so  long  as  it  may  be  required  to  aid  in  meeting  the  interest  of  the  additional 
capital  to  be  expended  in  making  the  line  from  Truro  to  Riviere  du  Loup. 

Referring,  then,  to  the  action  of  the  Home  Government,  to  the  pledges  of  Earl  Grey, 
in  1851,  to  the  adoption  of  those  pledges  in  effect  by  Sir  John  Pakington  in  1852 ;  and  to 
the  repeated  admissions  on  the  part  of  the  Imperial  authorities,  that  the  intere^  and 
integnty  of  the  Empire  are  involved  in  the  speedy  construction  of  this  railway,  the  under- 
signed respectfully  submit,  that  the  period  has  arrived  when  it  is  essential  that  the 
Imperial  assistance  necessary  be  granted. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  different  sections  required  to  complete  the  line  from  Halifax  to 
Quebec,  may  now  be  made  at  a  cost  of  3,500,000/.  sterling.  If  the  1,500,000  /.  which 
Canada  owes  to,  and  proposes  to  raise,  and  pay  off  at  once  to  the  Imperial  Government, 
be  appropriated  there  remain  but  2,000,000  /.  more  to  be  provided ;  and  to  meet  the 
interest  on  this  sum,  each  Province  here  proposes  to  contribute  to  the  extent  of  20,000  /, 
sterling  in  each  year. 

The  British  North  American  Provinces  would  thus  be  brought  together  and  consoli- 
dated ;  the  postal  communication  between  England  and  all  North  America  would  be  con- 
ducted through  Halifax,  and  that  for  the  United  States  would  thus  pass  first  through 
British  Territory,  inasmuch  as  letters  for  Boston,  New  York,  and  other  American  cities 
would  reach  their  destination  sooner  through  Halifax,  and  over  the  rail,  than  in  any  other 
way. 

When  the  intercolonial  railway  is  completed  there  will  be  an  unbroken  communication 
by  railway  from  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  to  the  western  part  of  Canada,  at  Samia, 
extending  over  a  distance  of  about  1,400  miles  in  the  direction  of  British  Columbia  and 
Vancouver  Island,  the  whole  being  in  the  dominions  of  the  Queen ;  and  from  Sarnia, 
there  is  now  an  unbroken  water  communication  for  steamers  and  vessels  of  the  largest 
class  to  the  head  of  Lake  Superior,  at  Fort  William,  a  further  distance  of  nearly  1,000 
miles. 

The  military  objects  are  now  so  thoroughlv  understood,  and  have  been  so  fully  dwelt 
upon  in  former  communications  on  the  subject  of  this  rulway,  that  they  are  not  here 
repeated. 

Trusting  that  thit  important  matter  may  receive  the  early  and  favourable  consideration 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 

We  have,  &c. 
(signed^        G.  E.  Car  Her,  'I 

v....  I  Canada.     ' 


John  Ro$», 
A.  T.  Gait, 


Chat.  Fisker,      \„^^  Brunswick. 


A.  I.  Smith,       i 


Charks  Tupper, 
W.  A.  Henry, 
Jl.  B,  Dickey, 


sNova  Scotia. 
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Thx  necewitjr  of  oonstruotiiig  a  military  road  between  Halifax  and  Quebec  so  as  to 
render  Canada  acceerible  to  Her  Majertr's  forces  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  seems  long  to 
have  engaged  the  attention  of  the  British  (Jovemment. 

In  1838  and  1839,  when  Canada  was  invaded  by  oisanized  parties  of  marauders  from 
the  neighbouring  com^try,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  conquest,  troops  were  transported 
by  that  route  in  winter,  when  the  St.  Lawrence  was  closed,  with  much  difficulty,  at  an 
enormous  expense,  and  with  great  suffering  to  the  soldienr ;  and  the  impossibility  oil  carry- 
ing military  stores  in  sufficient  qtumtities,  was  then  also  lully  proved. 
^Sevenl  explorations  were  consequently  made  by  the  military  authorities,  with  a  view 
to  tiie  construction  of  a  military  road  as  part  of  the  system  of  defence  of  tbe  British  North 
American  Colonies.  It  was  then  suraested  that  a  railway,  besides  being  of  more  utility 
for  this  purpose  than  an  ordinary  road,  would  be  of  great  commercial  benefit  to  those  Pro- 
vinces, and  at  the  same  time  confer  the  political  advantage  of  connecting  them  more  inti- 
ntately  witJi  the  mother  country  and  with  each  other. 

As  this  scheme  would  cost  much  more  than  the  road  originally  intended,  and  as  tlie 
Colonies  would  be  so  much  mote  benefited  thereby,  it  was  thought  right  that  they  should 
contribute  to  the  expense  of  construction. 

A  survey  was  accordingly  made  in  the  year  1848  by  Major  Robinson  and  other  officers 
selected  by  the  Imperial  Government,  but  at  the  expense  of  the  Colonies. 

Several  lines  were  explored  by  Mqor  Robinson,  but  he  reported  the  eastern  or  coast 
line  as  preferable,  although  the  longest  and  most  cosUy  for  several  reasons,  principally  of 
a  military  character,  given  by  him. 

This  route  was  considered  by  the  Colonies,  and  especially  by  New  Brunswick,  as  being 
comparatively  of  little  value  except  in  a  military  point  of  view.  It  was  long  and  circuitous ; 
it  passed  through  a  country  but  littie  settled,  and  could  not  be  expected  to  make  any 
pecuniary  return  on  the  cost  of  construction  for  years. 

The  interest,  therefore,  of  any  monies  borrowed  by  the  Provinces  to  build  the  railway 
would  fall  entirely  on  their  general  revenues,  a  buraen  which  they  were  littie  able  to 
bear.  These  considerations  being  strongly  pressed  on  Earl  Grey,  then  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  he  acknowledged  their  justice,  and  in  a  Despatch,  dated  I4th  March  1851, 
agreed  that  the  British  Government  would  guarantee  the  payment  of  the  interest  on 
monies  borrowed  by  the  Provinces  fur  the  purpose  of  making  the  road,  on  the  condition 
that  it  should  pass  exclusively  through  British  territory,  but  he  stated  that  it  need  not  of 
necessity  be  built  on  Major  Robinson's  line.  Any  deviation  from  that  line  was,  however, 
to  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  Her  Miuesty's  Government. 

Misapprehension  arose  between  Earl  Grey  and  Mr.  Howe,  of  Nova  Scotia,  then  con- 
ducting the  negotiation,  as  to  whether,  in  case  Major  Robinson's  line  were  adopted,  the 
Impenal  guarantee  would  not  also  be  extended  to  a  lateral  railway  running  from  the  main 
line  through  New  Brunswick  westward  to  the  fr  jntier  of  the  United  States. 

This  side  line,  if  constructed,  would  have  much  improved  the  commercial  character  of 
Major  Robinson's  line,  as  it  would  have  formed  a  valuable  feeder,  and  connected  it  with 
the  general  railway  system  of  the  United  States.  Acting,  therefore,  under  the  belief  that 
the  guarantee  was  to  be  so  extended,  the  three  Provinces  of  Canada,  New  Brunswick,  and 
Nova  Scotia,  made  an  agreement  to  construct  the  railway  from  Halifax  to  Quebec  in 
equal  proportions,  and  proceeded  to  legislate  upon  it  with  a  view  to  tlie  immediate  execu- 
tion ot  the  work. 

On  its  being  ascertained  that  it  had  not  been  intended  by  the  British  Government  to 
grant  the  guarantee  to  the  local  line  above  referred  to,  all  the  objections  to  Major  Robin- 
son's route  revived,  and  the  arrangements  between  the  Provinces  fell  to  the  ground. 

Anxiously  desiring  the  construction  of  the  railway,  the  Provinces,  although  much  dis- 
appointed at  the  frustration  of  their  expectations,  entered  into  a  new  arrangement 

They  agreed  that  if  the  railway  was  built  along  the  valley  uf  the  River  St.  John,  Nova 
Scotia  would  advance  three-twelfths,  Canada  war  twelfths,  and  New  Brunswick  live- 
twelfths  of  the  c(i8t  of  the  construction. 

This  line  proiiiiiicd  great  commercial  advantages  and  a  fair  pecuniary  return,  and  at  the 
same  time  satisiied  the  condition  imposed  by  the  Imperial  Government,  Uiat  it  should  pass 
excbisively  through  British  territory.  The  agreement  thus  altered  was  submitted  to  the 
Imperial  Government  for  approval,  but  Sir  Joim  Pakington,  then  Colonial  Secretary,  in  a 
I}e8])atch  dated  20th  May  1852,  intimated  his  diBa])proval  of  the  proimscd  deviation  from 
the  eastern  line,  and  that  he  therefore  did  not  feel  warranted  in  recommending  the  guar- 
antee to  Parliament.  He,  however,  at  the  same  time  stated  that  the  Imperial  (iovem- 
ment  was  by  no  means  insensible  to  the  great  national  object  involved  in  tne  construction 
of  the  line,  and  that  the  most  favourable  attention  would  be  given  to  any  modification  of 
the  proposals  then  before  him.  The  negotiations  thus  fell  a  second  time  to  the  ground ; 
the  Provinces  are  without  their  intercolonial  railway,  and  England  has  yet  no  military 
road  to  Canada. 

The  three  Provinces  hav»-beeii-driv»B>  fwi  the  failure  of -these  negotiations,  to  under- 
take within  their  several  territories,  within  concert,  and  on  their  own  unaided  credit  and 
reaponsibility,  the  construction  of  ndlways,  no  doubt  of  local  advantage,  but  not  of  genera, 
or  national  importuoe. 

.^       It 


^M 


I 


RAILWAYS  IN  BRITISH  NORTH  AMERICA. 


«3 


m  or  coast 


It  wu  not  tbong^t  io  Cwiada  •  fitdng  time  to  preas  this  subject  again  on  the  British 
Oovenunent,  when  all  ita  emeivenoies  were  directed  to  the  vigorons  prosecution  of  the 
Russian  war,  a  struggle  in  which  Canada  fully  sympathised  and  was  ready  to  make  its 
own.  But  now  tiiat  peace  has  been  restored,  it  would  seem  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in 
undertaking  this  great  work.  Ciroumstanoes  have  arisen  during  the  progress  of  the  irar, 
the  enlistment  and  IRcaraguan  questions  with  the  United  States,  for  instance,  which  show 
the  necessity  for  such  a  road  has  not  decreased,  whether  as  a  means  of  pouring  into  Canada 
a  sufficient  force,  or  withdrawing  it  therefrom  without  delay  and  at  all  seasons,  in  case  <^ 
sudden  exigency  it  is  equally  caDed  for. 

The  oqIt  bar  to  its  constraction  up  to  1802  was  the  difference  of  opinion  as  to  route* 
and  that  difference,  it  is  believed,  is  not  irreconcilable. 

It  is  understood  in  Canada  that  the  route  by  the  valley  of  the  St.  John  is  not  now  con- 
sidered by  military  men  competent  to  judge,  objectionable  as  a  military  road,  nay,  that 
there  are  strong  reasons  for  its  selection  as  such ;  at  all  events,  no  difficulty  is  apprehended 
in  finding  a  line  combining  the  requisites  for  a  military  and  a  eommenaal  road.  Whil« 
Imperial  interests  require  as  imperatively  as  ever  the  completion  of  this  project,  the  pori- 
tion  of  Canada  with  respect  to  it  has  materially  altered. 

In  186S  there  were  no  railways  in  operation  in  Canada  (with  two  unimportant  excep- 
tions), and  she  had  no  winter  route  to  uie  Atiantic ;  but  since  that  time  ten  lines,  extend- 
ing over  about  1,600  miles,  have  been  constructed,  at  an  aggregate  cost  of  about 
19,000,000/.  sterlii^  by  private  companies,  chartered  and  aided  by  money  grants  from  the 
Provincnal  Government  to  the  extent  of  nearly  5,500,000/.  This  sum  has  been  raised  partly 
by  the  bonds  of  Canada,  on  the  immediate  credit  of  her  consolidated  revenue,  bearing  six 
per  cent,  interest,  and  pardy  by  her  bonds,  issued  on  the  credit  of  a  general  municipal 
fund,  established  in  the  Frovinoe  by  legislative  authority.  Preparations  are  now  also  in 
progress  for  the  construction  of  an  interior  liue  of  communication,  far  removed  from  the 
American  frontier,  by  a  combined  system  of  railway  and  canal  between  the  River  Ottawa 
and  Lake  Huron. 

Canada  has,  therefore,  already  assumed  the  full  measure  of  pecuniary  obligation  which 
her  resources  render  prudent;  but  as  access  to  the  ocean  and  communication  with  Eng- 
land can  only  be  had  m  winter  through  the  United  States,  it  is  manifest  that,  in  so  far  as 
Imperial  interests  are  concerned,  the  railway  facilities  are  in  a  great  measure  incomplete. 
Canada  is  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  providing  for  the  maintenance  of  her  connexion 
with  England,  and  she  has  sought  opportunity  and  availed  herself  of  every  occasion  prac- 
tically to  cement  that  relation. 

For  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  direct  postal  communication  with  England,  which 
should  not  only  put  a  stop  to  a  large  contribution  to  the  revenue  of  the  UnitM  States,  but 
also  attract  to  the  Colony  a  share  of  that  trade  and  that  emigration  which  was  being  di- 
verted to  that  country,  she  has  established,  by  the  payment  of  an  annual  subsidy  of  50,000  /., 
a  direct  weekly  line  of  ocean  steamen  between  the  Colony  and  England.  In  this  enter- 
prise she  is  not  only  unaided  by  England,  but  has  to  combat  a  line  plying  to  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  supported  by  a  subsidy  from  the  Imperial  Government  exceeding 
180,000/.  per  annum. 

The  Province  has  also  enrolled,  drilled,  and  armed  at  her  own  expense  a  large  and 
available  volunteer  force,  consisting  already  of  16  troops  of  cavalry,  7  field  batteries  of 
artillery,  5  companies  of  foot  artillery,  and  50  companies  of  riflemen,  all  provided  with  the 
moat  modem  and  effective  arms.  This  force  is  mamtained  at  a  heavy  cost  to  the  Colonial 
Treasury,  and  beina  well  disciplined,  would  be  of  essential  and  immediate  service,  should 
occasion  arise  for  their  active  employment. 

lu  addition  to  this,  Canada  has  been  divided  into  military  districts,  and  the  whole  seden- 
tary militia,  consisting  of  every  man  capable  of  bearing  arms,  has  been  organized. 

In  so  far  as  the  commercial  wants  of  the  Province  are  concerned,  they  are  amply  sup- 
plied by  the  existing  railway  communications  to  tiie  American  seaports.  New  York  and 
Boston,  and  by  the  railway  from  Montreal  to  Portland,  over  which  a  Canadian  (ompany 
has  complete  control;  but  this  entire  dependence  on,  and  exclusive  relations  with  a  foreign 
country,  cannot  but  exercise  an  important  and  wholesome  influence  on  the  status  of 
Canada  as  a  portion  of  the  Empire,  and  tend  to  establish  elsewhere  that  identity  of  interest 
which  ought  to  exist  between  tne  mother  country  and  the  Colony. 

We  are  sensible  that  we  need  not  dwell  on  the  grave  and  possibly  disastrous  conse- 

Jiuences  which,  if  a  rupture  should  unhappily  arise  with  the  United  States  may  result, 
rom  the  want  of  communication  in  winter  between  England  and  the  interior  of  the  Pro- 
vince ;  but  it  is  evident  that  the  safety  of  the  Colony  can  only  be  secured  either  by  keep- 
ing, from  the  moment  of  the  first  apprehension  of  danger,  a  military  power  within  it  of 
such  magnitude  as  would  repel  any  invading  force  during  the  five  months  when  reinforce- 
ment or  supplies  could  not  be  obtained  by  sea,  or  the  means  must  be  created  of  throwing 
in  that  force,  and  transporting  them  to  thooe  points  which  are  assailable. 

We  would  iurther  mention  some  facta  whith  show  that  while  the  means  of  resisting  in- 
vasion are  in  no  way  increased,  the  facilities  for  accomplishment  are  duly  becoming 
greater. 

There  are  now  no  less  than  seven  American  railways  terminating  directly  at  the  Cana- 
dian boundary,  and  a  far  greater  number  touching  the  waters  of  the  River  St.  Lawrenca 
and  the  Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  which  divide  Canada  from  the  United  States.     All  these 
roads  may  be  said  to  form  together  a  continuous  line  running  parallel  with,  or  in  easy 
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proximity  to,  the  proTiiioi»l  boundary,  and  by  theii^  meuu  America  would  b«  enabled  to 
ooncentrate,  with  the  utmost  expedition  and  eaw,  all  her  forces  upon/vay  quarter,  and  to 
chooee  her  own  point  of  attack. 

It  may  be  urged  that  war  with  America  is  impossible,  or,  at  least,  an  erent  so  unlikely 
and  remote  as  to  justify  no  expenditure  in  anticipation  of  it.  AdmitUng  that  the  charac- 
ter and  moderation  of  the  Feaeral  Government  afford  assurances  of  continued  amity,  it 
is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  there  are  other  elements  not  subordinate  whose  influence  may 
at  any  time  become  too  powerful  for  oontroL  The  best  safeguard  against  aggression  is 
the  power  of  repelling  it  The  knowledge  of  our  weakness  and  exposure  to  attack  may 
do  much  to  precipitate  that  which  were  our  strength  understood  would  never  be  under- 
taken. It  is  now  well  known  that  being  cut  off  from  England,  the  Province  cannot  make 
her  resources  and  strength  available  should  the  necessity  for  their  exercise  unhappily  come 
to  pass,  and  when  the  occasion  does  arise,  it  will  be  too  late  to  provide  the  means.  The 
road  cannot  be  constructed,  with  a  due  regard  to  reasonable  economy,  fur  several  years, 
and  experience  shows  how  impossible  it  is  to  foresee  what  events  witmu  that  period  may 
interrupt  the  friendly  relations  with  a  country  the  peculiar  constitution  of  which  vests  so 
much  ]K)wer  in  a  class,  whose  interests  or  passions  may  at  any  time  prompt  them  to  acts 
which  would  necessarily  lead  to  a  rupture.  While,  therefore,  the  commercial  or  material 
advantages  to  Canada  which  would  follow  the  construction  of  the  road  are  comparatively 
unimportant,  she  feels  it  her  duty  to  urge  the  high  national  consideiations  which  demand 
that  the  work  should  be  undertaken. 

There  con  be  litde  fear  of  any  causes  of  difference  between  the  Cdoniesand  the  United 
States.  The  danger  hitherto  has  sprung  from  subjects  wherein,  as  a  Colony,  Canada 
had  no  interest,  but  which  (such  as  the  Central  American,  the  Oregon,  and  Enlistment 
questions)  were  purely  of  Imperial  concern ;  so  that,  should  hostilities  arise,  Canada  would 
(as  she  was  during  the  last  war)  be  made  the  battle  ground  in  a  quarrel  which  she  did  not 
cause,  and  in  which  she  had  no  special  concern.  The  Colony  has  received  the  solemn 
assurance  of  the  Imperial  Government,  a  promise  on  which  she  implicitly  relies,  that 
while  she  is  expected  to  assume  her  shan  of  the  burden  of  any  force  which  her  own  in- 
ternal wants  may  require  in  time  of  peace,  yet  that  the  whole  power  of  the  Empire  will 
be  put  forth  for  her  protection  and  security  against  foreign  aggression.  Canada  has  acted 
on  this  assurance,  and  performed  her  part  of  the  oblirration ;  but  we  would  respectfully 
urge  that,  without  means  of  communication  with  Great  Britain,  the  Imperial  Government 
is  {lowerless  to  perform  its  share,  and  that  the  very  first  step  towards  the  fulfilment  of  the 
promise,  is  to  provide  proper  access  to  the  country. 

But  apologising  for  presenting  at  perhaps  too  great  a  length  arguments  whoso  weight 
may  be  fully  admitted,  we  proceed  to  suggest  a  mode  by  which  we  propose  that  the  work 
should  be  constructed. 

The  question  of  route  is  one  which,  in  so  far  as  Canada  is  ooncemed,  might  be  left  to 
the  Imperial  Government  and  the  Lower  Provinces ;  but  the  distance  m  that  which 
would  probably  be  chosen  may  be  assumed  600  miles ;  by  Major  Robinson's  report  the  cost 
of  the  longest  or  coast  route  of  635  miles  is  7,000/.  sterling  per  mile,  to  which  ten  per 
cent,  is  added  for  contingencies;  making  the  cost  in  round  numbers  5,000,000/. 

Now  Canada  has  already  built,  or  has  in  progress  llo,  and  Nova  Scotia  60  miles  avail- 
able for  any  route  selected  for  the  intercobiual  read,  leaving  420  to  be  constructed. 
Allowing  1,000,000/.  sterling  to  be  added  to  Major  Robinson's  estimate  for  the  rise  of  the 
cost  of  labour  and  materiab  since  1848,  the  baJance  to  be  provided  for  is  5,000,000/. 
This  would  include  the  cost  of  the  whole  section  apportioned  to  and  now  in  process  of 
construotion  by  Nova  Scotia,  but  does  not  include  the  cost  of  1 10  miles  in  Canada,  on 
which  1,000,000/.  raised  from  other  sources  will  be  expended. 

We  have  reason  to  think  that  if  the  facilities  we  are  about  to  mention  be  extended  to 
Nova  Scotia,  that  Province  would  complete  the  additional  60  miles  to  her  own  frontier, 
and  allow  the  whole  to  form  a  part  of  the  national  line. 

Assuming  that  New  Brunswick  would  perform  a  nearly  C(iual  share  (and  her  Legis- 
lature has  already  assumed  a  larger  burden),  there  would  remain  for  completion  about  250 
miles,  at  an  estimated  cost,  makmg  allowance  for  the  engineering  difficulties,  of  between 
2,500,0(X)  /.  and  3,000,000/. 

We  propose  that  this  sum  shall  be  raised  as  follows : 

In  the  vear  1841,  Canada  obtained  from  the  Imperial  Government  a  loan  of  a  million 
and  a  halt  for  the  constiniction  of  her  public  works.  This  matures  at  a  distant  period, 
but  meanwhile  a  sinking  fund  has  been  formed  for  its  redemption.  Wo  suggest  that  the 
amount  of  this  loan,  including  the  sinking  fund,  be  granted  in  aid  of  the  proposed  railway, 
and  that  Canada  shall  be  relieved  from  its  repayment  in  consideration  of  her  expending 
the  whole  amount  in  the  constraetion  of  the  line  from  Riviere  du  Loup,  in  Canada, 
towards  Halifax. 

Canada  and  New  Brunswick  have  already  appropriated  all  their  ungranted  public  lands, 
for  10  miles  on  each  side  of  the  line,  in  aid  of  the  undertaking.  It  is  assumed  that  these 
lands  amount  to  about  4,000,000  of  acres ;  and  it  is  proposed,  that  on  the  security  of 
these,  and  the  road  generally,  any  balance  requisite  to  complete  the  work  should  be  raised 
as  a  first  charge. 

The  system  of  land  grants  to  aid  the  construction  of  railways  has  been  followed,  with 
the  most  entire  success,  in  the  United  States  of  America,  where  lands,  from  being  almost 

worthless 
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worthlew  and  unsaleable,  have  risen  in  value  with  a  rapidity  far  exceeding  the  moat 
hopeful  anticipations. 

It  is  apprehended  that  the  Provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  would  not 
feel  warranted  in  burdening  themselves  with  so  laree  an  amount  of  interest  as  a  loan  to 
be  effected  on  their  own  credit  would  involve ;  and  it,  therefore,  seems  necessary,  that 
the  Imperial  guarantee  promised  by  Lord  Grey,  should  be  extended  to  the  bonds  of  these 
Provinces  to  the  extent  of  their  respective  contributions.  This  guarantee  would  enable 
them  to  raise  the  money  at  such  a  reduced  rate  of  interest  as  would  justify  their  incurring 
the  obligation. 

The  contribution  of  the  Imperial  Government  then,  would  amount  to  this : 

First.  A  guarantee  of  the  bonds  of  the  Provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Bruns- 
wick. 

Second.  The  conditional  discharge  of  Canada's  debt  of  1,500,000  /. 

And  as  a  direct  equivalent,  there  would  be  secured,  not  only  a  military  road  from 
Halifax  to  Quebec,  but  continuous  railway  communication  for  the  transport  of  men  and 
stores  from  Quebec  to  the  western  extremity  of  the  Province  of  Canada. 

We  do  not  pretend  to  hold  out  the  prospect  of  any  immediate  direct  return  on  the  out- 
lay, because  we  have  no  data  on  which  to  base  reliable  calculations ;  but  we  must  express 
the  conviction,  that  even  in  a  financial  point  of  view,  the  cost  of  the  road,  although  the 
entire  outlay  were  assumed  b^  the  Imperial  Government,  would  iiltimately  be  more  than 
saved  by  the  lessened  expenditure  which  England  would  be  called  upon  to  bear  after  its 
completion,  by  enabling  her  to  reduce  her  military  establishments  in  Canada. 

But  in  the  scheme  submitted,  the  Provinces,  cherishing,  and  sensible  of  the  value  of 
their  connection  with  England,  offer  substantial  aid  and  co-operation. 

It  will  be  seen  that  our  object  is  not  to  involve  the  Imperial  Government  in  an  under- 
taking in  the  hope  of  a  pecuniary  return,  or  to  assume  a  liability  in  the  special  interest  of 
any  Colony.  It  the  best  interests  of  the  empire,  the  extension  of  her  commerce,  and  the 
permanence  of  British  power  on  the  Continent  of  America,  do  not  warrant  the  imrae(|[ate 
construi-'tion  of  the  work,  and  the  contribution  of  England  towards  it,  we  desire  to  abstain 
from  urging  considerations  of  minor  weight  on  behalf  of  the  enterprise  ;  but  tlie  material 
aid  which  the  Colonies  are  ready  to  extend,  affords  sufficient  prooi  that,  in  their  opinion, 
its  importance  on  national  grounds  has  not  been  exaggerated. 

We  trust  that  a  consideration  of  these  views  (which,  it  is  to  be  understood,  are  made 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Executive  and  Legislature  of  Canada),  may  meet  with  the 
favourable  and  early  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  (iovemment. 

If  provisionally  acquiesced  in,  no  time  will  be  lost  in  seeking  to  obtain  the  sanction  and 
co-op«ration  of  the  other  Provinces. 

(signed)        John  A.  Maedonald. 
John  Rote. 


Despatch  from  the  Governor  General  of"  Canada. 


(No.  4.) 


-  No.  2. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Viscount  Monch  to  His  Grace  the  Duke 

of  Newcastle,  k.  g. 

Government  House,  Quebec,  31  October  1861. 

(Received,  30  November  1881.) 
My  Lord  Duke,  (Answered,  No.  17,  U  December  1861,  page  -li.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  your  Grace's  information,  a  copy  of  a 
recommendation  of  the  Executive  Council  of  Canada,  miide  in  consultation 
with  the  Members  of  the  Councils  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  present 
in  Quebec,  and  approved  by  my  predecessor,  by  which  it  has  been  resolved  to 
send  a  delegation  from  each  of  the  three  Provinces,  to  renew  the  offer  made 
to  the  Imperial  Government  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  an  Intercolonial  Rail- 
way between  Halifax  and  Quebec,  and  a  copy  of  a  further  Order  in  Council, 

810.  B  4  approved 


No.  2. 
Viscount  iMoiick 
to  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  k.  <;. 
31  October  IMnl. 
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mptoved  by  Sir  E.  Head,  authuriziiig  the  Honourable  P.  M.  Vankougfanet, 
Chief  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands,  and  a  member  of  my  Exeotttire  Council, 
to  proceed  to  England  for  this  purpose. 
Mr.  Vankoughnet  is  the  bearer  of  this  Despatch. 

I  hare,  &c. 
(signed)        Monek. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  3. 


•%*^  I,  in  Mo.  9.       At  a  Meeting  held  in  the  ExeontiTe  Connoil  Chsmber  at  Quebec,  on  Monday,  the 
SOth  September  1861,  there  were  present — 


The  Honourable  Joseph  Howe, 
„  Mr.  Archibald, 

„  Mr.  M'Colley, 

The  Honourable  Mr.  Tillev, 
„  Mr.  Snuth, 

„  B(r.  Mitchell, 

„  Mr.  Waiters, 

The  Honourable  Mr.  Cartier, 

„  Mr.  Maodonald, 

„  Mr.  Ross, 

„  Mr.  Vankoughnet, 

Mr.  Alleyn, 
Sir  N.  F.  Belleau, 
Mr.  Qalt, 
Mr.  Cauchon, 


iFrom  Nova  Scotia. 


f 


From  New  Brunswick. 


» 
I, 
» 
» 


From  Canada. 


And  it  was  unanimously  resolved,  That  the  three  Governments  of  Canada,  New  Bruns- 
wick, and  Nova  Scotia,  do  renew  the  offer  made  to  the  Imperial  Government  on  the  26th 
day  of  October  1858,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  an  Intercolonial  Railway,  to  connect 
Halifax  with  Quebec,  and  that  a  delegation  from  each  Province  shall  immediately  proceed 
to  England  with  the  object  of  pressing  the  project  upon  the  attention  of  tne  Home 
Government:  giving  them  the  assurance  that  the  Governments  of  the  respective  Pro- 
vinces will  endeavour  to  procure  the  necessary  legislation  at  the  next  ensuing  Sessions  of 
tiieir  respective  Parliaments. 

And  it  was  further  resolved  that  the  route  to  be  adopted  be  decided  by  the  Imperial 
Government 

Certified, 

(signed)        Wm.  H.  Lee. 
.  >  C.  E.  C. 


Enclosure  3,  in  No.  2. 

Copt  of  a  Report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Honourable  the  Executive  Council,  approved 
by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  General  in  Council  on  the  23d  October  1861. 

£ncl.  s,  in  No.  S.  With  reference  to  the  Order  in  Council  of  the  SOth  ultimo,  to  renew  the  offer  made  to 
the  Imperial  Government  on  the  26th  October  1858,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  an  In- 
tercolonial Railway  to  connect  Halifax  with  Quebec,  and  that  a  delegation  from  each  of  the 
Provinces  of  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick  and  Canada,  shall  proceed  to  England  with 
the  object  of  pressin,'^  the  project  upon  the  attention  of  the  Home  Government,  giving 
them  an  assurance  that  the  Governments  of  the  respective  Provinces  will  endeavour  to 
procure  the  necessary  legislation  at  the  next  ensuing  Sesuons  of  their  respective  Par- 
liaments ; 

The  Committee  recommend  that  the  Honourable  P.  M.  Vankoughnet  be  authorized  to 
proceed  to  England  for  the  purpose  of  urging  on  the  attention  or  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment, and  otherwise  promoting  the  object  referred  to  in  the  Order  in  Council  of  ^e  30th 
ultimo,  with  such  other  of  your  Excellency's  advisers  as  may  be  there  present 


Certified. 


(signed) 


mn.  U.  Let, 
C.  E.  C. 


il; 
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Despatches  from  the   Lieutenant  Governor  of 

Nova  Scotia. 


—  No.  3.  — 
(No.  27.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Hononrable  the  Earl  of  Mulgrave,  to 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  k.o. 

Government  House,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia, 
4  April  1861. 
My  Lord  Duke,  (Received,  ifl  April  Ufll.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  joint  Address  to  Her  MnjeHfy,  passed  by  the 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Assembly  of  Nova  Scotia,  on  the  subject  of 
the  Intercolonial  Railway. 

The  question  is  of  the  most  vital  importance  tu  the  interests  of  this  Province, 
but  it  is  one  which  has  so  frequently  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Imperid  Government,  that  it  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  add  any  arguments 
in  its  favour.  ' 

Information  was  received  from  England  by  last  mail  that  a  strong  feeling  was 
getting  up  there  in  favour  of  the  proposed  line  from  Halifax  to  Quebec,  and  that 
petitions  were  preparing  for  presentatioti  to  Parliament  in  support  of  this 
measure. 

Stimulated  by  this  information,  the  Legislature  of  this  Province  have  lost  no 
time  in  preparing  this  Address  to  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  in  order  to  assure 
Her  Majesty  that  their  anxiety  for  the  completion  of  the  intercolonial  line  is 
unabated. 

Your  Grace  is  aware  that  since  this  question  was  first  raised  a  line  from 
Halifax  to  Truro  has  been  completed  by  the  Government  of  this  Colony,  but  the 
resources  of  this  Province  are  at  present  unable  to  bear  the  expense  of  carrying 
on  the  line  to  the  borders  of  New  Brunswick,  a  distance  of  about  60  miles, 
without  external  aid,  given  either  by  the  Imperial  Government,  or  by  a  company 
taking  the  line  into  their  own  hands. 

Sliould  your  Grace,  taking  into  consideration  the  great  national  import- 
ance of  this  line  of  communication  between  the  North  American  Provinces,  be 
enabled  to  advise  Her  Majesty  to  entertain  this  subject,  my  Government,  on  the 
part  of  this  Province,  will  be  prepared  i^ither  to  appoint  a  delegation  to  wait 
on  your  Grace  in  England,  or  to  give  their  most  careful  and  willing  con- 
sideration to  any  scheme  which  has  for  its  object  the  completion  of  this  great 
work. 

I  have,  &c. 


No.  3. 

The  Right  Hon. 
the  Earl  of 
Mulgravo  to  his 
Ontce  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  k.u. 
4  April  iti6i. 


(signed) 


Mulgrave. 


Enclosure  in  No.  3. 

»  '      To  the  Queen's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Assembly  of  Nova  Scotia.     Enclosure  in  No.  3. 

May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

We,  Her  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of 
Assembly  of  Nova  Scotia  respectfully  beg  leave  again  to  invite  our  Sovereign's  consideration 
to  a  work  of  national  importance. 

For  nearly  20  years  the  people  of  British  America  have  been  struggling  to  secure  a 
great  highway  extending  from  ihe  sea  to  the  western  bounds  of  Oanaaa,  and  have  made 
many  sacrifices  to  obtain  it.     The  foremost  men  in  all  the  Provinces,  of  alt  political  parties, 
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'  have  from  time  to  time  united  to  accomplish  this  work.  They  are  united  now,  and  they 
justly  regard  the  realis»tion  of  their  hopes  as  an  object  not  unworthy  of  the  grave  con- 
sideration of  the  Imperial  Government. 

'I  he  recent  visit  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  these  Provinces  has  not 
only  enabled  our  Sovereign's  son  to  survey  their  bonnille-s  resources,  but  has  illustrated 
the  spirit  of  loyalty  and  love  of  British  connection  which  pervades  tliem.  To  unite  them 
ill  the  bonds  of  peace,  to  develope  Iheir  resources,  to  enlar<Te  their  population,  to  hiirmonise 
their  public  sentiments  by  mutual  intercourse,  to  streujithen  them  in  time  of  war,  and  to 
keep  alive  in  their  midst  the  traditions  and  the  policv  of  the  mother  country,  appear  to  ub 
objects  worthy  of  combined  ed'ort  on  the  part  of  the  Provincial  and  Imperial  Governments; 
and  we  rejoice  to  perceive  thai,  at  lust,  the  great  cities  of  the  three  kingdoms  are  awakening 
to  a  sense  of  I  heir  importance,  anil  are  about  to  petition  Pnrliamenl  for  aid  to  construct  a 
great  hiuhway  from  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Harbour  of  Halifax. 

The  Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia  licg  respeelfnily  to  refer  yemr  Majesty  to  the  various 
efforts  made  by  means  of  Addresses  and  delegations  from  the  Colonics  to  enlist  Imperial 
siipjiort  to  this  great  national  undertaking,  and  the  iieavy  sacrifices  made  by  them  in  con- 
Btructin'j  several  sections  of  railway  which  may  now  be  incorporated  in  this  work, 
Bufhciently  evince  the  anxious  desire  of  the  people  ari<l  Legislatures  of  all  the  Provinces  to 
secure  its  speedy  completion,  v*hich  cannot  be  done  without  Imperial  aid. 

We  eiitertiiiii  the  cmilident  hope  that  the  assurances  repeatedly  given  by  your  ^laiesty'8 
Ministers  of  their  determiirilion  to  aid  this  import;int  enterprise,  may  yet  lie  reiilised,  and 
that  vour  Miijesty's  reign  may  witness  the  completion  of  an  undertaking  which  involves 
the  interests  not  only  oi  Britisli  America,  but  the  Knipire  ai  large. 

Trusting  that  your  Majesty  will  t;ive  In  ihe  subject  o(  this  Address  the  grave  consideration 
due  to  its  iha.;nitudc  and  impunaiici',  the  Legislutixe  Cimncil  and  House  of  Assembly,  as 
in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

Iloii-e  of  Assembly,  4  April  18(51, 

(signed)         A.  C.  M' Donald,  Speaker, 
Legislative  Council  Chamber,  4  April  1861, 

(si;;neil)         Eilir.  Kenny,  President. 


—  No.  4.  — 


No.  4. 
The  Right  Hod. 
tlio  Earl  of 
AT iilgravc  to  his  . 
Grare  the  Uukc  of 
Newcastle,  k.g. 
!!9  October  i86i. 


(No.  73.) 


Copy  of  a  DK.SPAICII   Iroiii  tlit-  ili^^Iit  Iliiiioiiralilc  tlic  E:irl  of  Miili;rave 
to  111?  (ji'ucL'  thu  Duki!  of  jViircantic,  k.  a. 

(lovernnicnt  House,  Halifax.  Nova  Scotia, 
•ji>  October  18(11. 

My  Lord  Dliko,  (Hee.ived,  it  November  ISlU.) 

Ttit;  i|u.sti(in  of  the  Intercolonial  Railway  having  aipiin  been  broiif^ht  under 
tlic  ('(iiisideratidii  of  tlic  (iovcMiiiiiiMits  of  Cniiai'a,  New  Hiiiifwiek,  and  Nova 
Scotia  by  Ml'.  W  iitkiii,  and  otiicr  liciitleiiicii  iVoiii  l'!ii|.;laiid,  it  wiis  (Iccided  that 
a  dclenatioii  from  tiie  two  latter  Provinces  slioiild  proceed  to  Quelle  to  consult 
with  tlie  Ooveriiin  lit  of  Canada,  in  the  lio|ie  that  some  united  action  might 
be  a;;recd  upon  wliicli  vvoiild  laeilitate  tiie  canyiiiy  out  of  this  most  important 
project. 

'i.  I  tiierefore  direetcil  the  Iloiionrahle  Mr.  Ilowe,  tiie  .Attorney  riineral,  and 
the  lloiinurable  Mr.  MeCully  to  proceed  to  (^luliee  I'or  that  piirpoM-.  On  the 
:ioth  September,  a  meeliii}i  of  the  ri'iiresentatives  of  tiie  dilli  rent  (iovenimonts 
took  |iiare  at  (Quebec,  wlnii  a  nsoUnioii,  a  cojiy  of  wiiich  is  endoseii,  was 
iiiiaiiimoiisly  a;.;i(ed  to. 

.1.  The  importance  of  a  railway  communication  witii  ('anaihi,  passing  thitnigh 
Hritisii  territory,  lias  so  niten  heeii  lecojrnised  liy  Her  Majesty's  (iovi  iniiient, 
that  1  I'eel  tliat  I  need  oiler  no  upoloixy  in  ii);Miii  pressiiiji;  the  siiltjeci  on  your 
Cirace's  coiisidenilion,  cspic.'oily  as  at  prewiit  tliere  are  reasons  which  would 
render  such  a  communication  more  than  ordinarily  dcsirHble. 

•1.  TIk- eiiroiua^eiiMi  f  hrld  (Mit  at  dillcreiit  tiiiicH  by  Her  Majesty's  (ioyeru- 
nient  to  the  loniiatioii  of  tiiis  lint  lias  uii<ioiiliti'i||v  <  reited  in  this  I'idviiiei'  the 
expectation  tliat  in  eoiisidt  r  iiion  of  the  nation. li  impiataiicr  of  tlie  undritakiiig, 
the  Imperial  authorities  would  not  be  unwilling  U)  <  xtiud  their  aid  in  order  to 
i-usure  it«  completion,  provided  such  arrHn;;eiuenl!»  could  he  made  by  tlie  throe 
Provinces  as  would  meet  with  their  approliation. 

a.  Notwlllistanding, 
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6.  Notwithstanding,  therefore,  the  unfavourable  reply  which  I  received  from 
your  Grace  in  answer  to  the  joint  Address  to  Her  Mujesty  from  both  branches  of 
the  Legislature  in  April  last,  my  Government  ore  emboldened  to  make  one  more 
cffiart,  in  the  hope  that  they  may  now  be  enabled  to  bring  such  new  arguments 
Mid  facts  before  your  Grace  as  muy  indui-e  Iter  Majesty's  Government  to  re- 
consider the  decision  at  which  they  then  arrived. 

0.  The  Governments  of  Canada,  New  Brunswick,  and  Nova  Scotia,  are  now 
thoroughly  united  upon  this  subject,  and  have  determined  to  renew  the  offer 
originally  made  of  20,000  /.  per  annum  from  each  Colony  towards  tlic  carrying 
out  of  this  work,  notwithstanding  thu  isirgu  sums  wliicli  have  since  been  expended 
by  each  of  tlie  Provinces  fur  raiUviiy  purposes,  providetl  they  can  obtain  the  co- 
operution  and  assistance  of  England. 

7.  I  am  well  aware  of  the  objections  entertained  in  England  to  subsidies  of 
this  description,  but  at  tlie  Siime  lime  there  arc  considerations  conueeted  with 
this  undertiiking,  whicli  [  trust  may  iiitlnco  your  Grace  to  consider  it  of  sufficient 
Imperial  interest  to  justify  your  giving  it,  your  support. 

8.  I  will  not  pause  to  point  out  the  advantages  which  would  be  derived  in 
time  of  war  by  such  a  coinmnnieution,  extending  as  it  would  in  an  unbroken 
line  over  a  distance  of  iilxnit  1,400  miles,  because  they  must  he  self-evident 
to  your  Grace,  and  I  believe  tliat  the  ailvimtiiges  which  it  would  offer  even 
during  peace,  are  such  as  would  nearly  if  not  (piile  compensate  the  Imperial 
Treasury  (or  the  aid  requested.  £.25,000  a  year  is  now  paid  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  for  the  transmission  of  mails  to  and  from  Canada,  which 
would,  of  course,  l)e  saved  by  the  const  ruction  ot"  the  Intercolonial  lli^ilroad, 
while  the  time  occupied  in  their  transmission  would  be  considerably  diminished. 
A  further  saving  mi  iht  also  be  made  in  tlio  subsidy  paid  to  the  Ctmard  line  of 
steamers,  and  troops  and  warlike  stores  would  at  all  times  be  forwarded  over  the 
line  wifhnnt  incurring  the  risk  and  e\pense  of  the  voyage  up  the  St.  Lawrence, 
which  cm  only  bo  undertaken  in  the  sninuier  season. 

0.  These  three  items  alone  wouhl,  1  Ixlieve,  even  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view, 
entitle  the  proposed  arrangement  to  fuvourabh!  coiisidi  ration,  while  at  the  same 
time  it  would  eont'er  a  boon  on  these  Colonies,  which  I  think  would  tend  more 
than  anything  else  to  dcvclope  their  resoureos. 

10.  1  have  commissioned  the  llouourahle  Mr.  Howe  to  proceed  to  England  to 
co-operate  with  the  }>inllenieu  who  have  In  en  selected  bv  the  (iovernor  General 
of  Caniida  and  the  (iovi-nior  of  New  llruu<wick,  and  1  can  only  trust  that  the 
shape  which  this  question  has  now  assiinieil,  may  lie  such  as  will  induce  lier 
Majesty's  Government  to  adopt  the  proposil, 

I  have,  iic. 


(sigmd) 


Mulgrace. 


Enclosure  in  No.  4. 


At  a    nicctiiii;    held    iu    the    r.xrciitivo   (-'iiunril   Ciauiiher   at    (incboe,   on    Monday,    Enclosure  In  No.  4. 
80  Seplenibrr  IHtll,  tliorc  werti  iingcat — 


aio. 


Tlie  llunouiublc  .loKcpli  llo\V(<, 
M  Mr.  Airiiili;ilil, 

„  Mr.  M'liilly, 

The  llomuniible  Mr,  'lilli'v, 
,,  Mr.  Siiiiih, 

H  Mr.  IMilrhcll, 

„  Mr.  Wiilli'is, 

The  !lonoiM'u)>ie  Mr,  Cio'licr, 

„  Mr   Miu'iioimlil, 

I,  Mr.  KosM, 

n  Mr.  \'Hiikeui;lin«t, 

„  Mr.  Alievn, 

„  Sii  N.  P.  l»ell.i,u. 

t,  Mr.  Oiilt, 

II  Mr.  Cuiiclioii, 

c  a 


>Friim  Nova  Scotia. 


I'rom  N«*c  H 


ninswirk. 


Fruiii  ('ui)iidii. 


And 


.<if*"^xm' 


'it^ 
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And  it  was  unanimously  resolved, — 

That  the  three  Governments  of  Cannda,  New  Brunswick,  and  Nova  Scotia,  do  renew  the 
offers  made  to  tlie  Imperial  Government  on  the  26th  day  of  October  18S8,  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  an  intercolonial  railway,  to  connect  Halifax  with  Quebec,  and  that  a 
delegation  from  each  Province  shall  immediately  proceed  to  England  with  the  object  of 
pressing  the  project  upon  the  attention  of  the  Home  Government,  giving  them  the  assurance 
that  the  Governments  of  the  lespertive  Provinces  will  endeavour  to  procure  the  necessary 
legislation  at  the  next  ensuing  Session  of  tlieir  respective  Parliaments ;  and  it  was  further 
resolved  that  the  route  to  be  adopted  be  decided  by  the  Imperial  Government. 

Certified. 

Wm,  H.  Lee,  Clerk  Executive  Council. 


Despatch  from    the  Lieutenant  Governor   of 
New  Brunswick. 


No.  5. 
The  Hon.  J.  H.  T. 
Manners  Sutton  to 
Ills  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle, 

K.  G. 

11  April  i8(ii. 


—  No.  6.  — 
(No.  11.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lieut.  Governor  Hon.  J.  H.  T.  Manners  Sutton 

to  tlic  Duke  of  Newcastle,  k.  o. 

Government  House,  Fredericton,  New  Brunswick, 
I'i  April  1861. 
My  Lord  Duke,  (Uc-mvcd,  30  April  isoi.) 

I  HAVE  tlie  honour  to  forward  to  your  Grace,  witli  the  request  that  it  may  be 
laid    liefore   Her  Majesty,  the  enclosed  joint  Address  to   Her  Majesty  of  the 


iai  1 


that 
ine  of 


Legislative   Council  and    House  of  Assenildy  of  this  Province,   prayin 

Imperial  aid    may   be  aflordod   to  the 

Railway. 

It  was  r.iy  duty  tlirce  years  ajro  to  transmit  t.)  the  Secretary  of  State  a  similar 
A^ldre^s  ;  and  while  1  have  tiie  honour  again  to  express  my  readiness  to  furnish 
any  additional  information  wliicli  I  can  atfonl,  it  is,  I  think,  unneee.ssary  for  me 
to  trouhle  your  (irace,  on  tlii-;  occasion,  with  any  remarks  on  a  (]uestion  which 
has  been  so  frequently  sidmiitted  to  Her  Majesty's  (iovernment,  and  so  fully 
explained  hotli  in  Despatches  and  by  de|iutati(ins  iVom  this  Province. 

I  Iiave,  &c. 


His  Grace 
The  Duke  of  Newcastle,  K.o. 


(signed)         J.  H,  T.  Manners  Sutton. 


i.nclosuro  1,  in  No.  5. 

Kiiel.  I,  in  No.  5.  To  the  Quien's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  humble  and  dutiful  Addrcs*  if  the  l^cuitlitiM-  Cnnm  il  atid  House  of  Assembly  of  the 

IVuMute  of  New  HiunHwick. 

Mnv  it  plrusi!  your  Miijrsty, 

Wr,  the  I.e^ihlalivc  Couiiril  ami  Hnuso  »(  AK«tMiilply  l>e<;  Iciivc  to  approach  your  Majesty 
with  Kiitwid  usHurnmi'g  of  our  iiltachiuenl  itnd  hdelity  to  your  iMujisty'8  pernon  and 
(iovortiinrnt. 

In  c.minion  wiili  your  MiijcHly's  loyal  Hnl>|<"i't-  in  tlii-M-  Ncirtli  Amerirati  Provinces,  we 
nic  d(M|.|y  iinprisHcd  with  (lie  j;r<i)i  ii'vantiitccK,  if  not  absoluie  necessity,  of  a  rudway  horn 
Halifax  til  t^icliic,  (.oniMM  Inn;  Nova  Stnli.i  .iiiil  Nfw  IJriumwick  with  ("ansda. 

Tlir  Lcyml.ituri'  ao'l  pi-opie  of  New  Hiun-wiik  liuvp,  on  nil  (iceiihions,  manifested  the 
jrrtHtcut  nitnrciit  in  the  inipurluiHc  of  the  work  to  llie  l»iili»h  Knipiii',  and  liiive  expressed 
their  uilliii(!ness  to  contiibiitc  for  iIh  ncroniplHliment  to  an  extent  coinwensui utc  with  the 
fniancial  ability  and  resources  of  tlie  country. 

Your 
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Your  Majesty's  Government  are  aware  that  the  conetniction  of  railways  has  so  &r 
absorbed  our  resources  as  necessarily  to  lessen  the  means  at  cur  disposal  to  assist  in  this 
important  undertaking;  but  the  lines  of  railway  already  in  operation  in  this  Province  may 
be  made  available  for  the  purposes  of  this  great  work. 

The  importance  of  the  intercolonial  railway  for  the  development  of  the  great  and 
manifold  resources  of  the  Provinces,  the  facilitating  the  transmission  of  the  mails,  the 
securing  improved  postal  communication  between  Great  Biitain  and  Canada  through 
British  territory,  the  advantages  ol  the  line  for  mihtary  purposes  and  for  the  consolidation 
of  your  Majesty's  dominions  on  this  continent,  have  often  been  urged  in  former  representa- 
tions, and  as  often  conceded  by  your  Majesty's  Ministers. 

Recent  events  have  demonstrated  the  necessity  for  renewed  exertion  for  the  attainment  of 
an  object  so  essential  to  national  interests  and  the  maintenance  of  national  honour. 

New  Brunswick  has  iriillions  of  acres  of  ungranted  lauds  fit  for  cultivation  and  settlement, 
which,  under  a  good  system  of  colonization,  might  be  rnxde  to  contribute  to  this  work. 

Should  your  Majesty's  Government,  in  view  of  the  great  national  advantages  the  carrying 
out  of  this  work  will  secure,  adopt  measures  to  promote  its  construction,  New  Brunswick 
will  cheerfully  contribute,  in  lands  and  money,  to  the  utmost  of  her  means,  toward  the 
accomplishment  of  an  object  so  desirable. 

We  therefore  humbly  pray  your  most  gracious  Majesty  to  take  this  our  petition  into 
your  most  favourable  consideration,  and  grant  such  aid  for  the  construction  of  an  inter- 
colonial railway  ns  may  be  proportionate  to  the  magnitude  of  the  work,  and  to  the  Imperial 
interests  involved  in  this  great  enterprise. 

(signed)         William  Black, 

President  of  Legislative  Council. 
J,  M.  Johnson, 

Speaker  of  Assembly. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  5. 

To  the  Queen's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  humble  and  dutiful  Address  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Assembly  of  the 

Province  of  New  Brunswick. 

May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

We,  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Assembly,  beg  leave  to  approach  your 
Majesty  with  renewed  assurances  of  our  attachment  niid  Hdelity  to  your  Majesty's  person 
and  Government. 

In  connnon  with  your  Miijpsty's  loyal  subjecta  in  these  North  American  Provinces,  we 
are  deeply  imprestfed  with  the  great  advantuizes,  if  not  absolute  necessity,  of  a  railway 
from  Halifax  to  Quebec,  connecting  Nova  Scotiii  and  New  Brunswick  with  Canada. 

The  Legislature  and  people  of  JVcw  Brunswick  have  on  all  occasions  manifested  the 
greatest  interest  in  the  inipoitance  of  the  work  to  the  British  Empire,  and  have  expressed 
their  wiilingne»iK  to  contribute  for  its  acconi|)lis'imcut  to  an  extent  com niensui ate  with  the 
financiul  ability  and  resonrces  of  the  country. 

Your  Majesty's  Government  me  uwiire  that  the  construction  of  railways  has  so  far 
absorbed  our  resources  as  necessarily  to  lessen  the  means  at  our  disposal  to  a.*s\9.\.  in  this 
important  undertaking,  but  the  linos  of  railway  already  in  operation  in  this  Province  may 
be  made  avadabic  for  the  purpose^  of  this  great  work. 

The  imporlunce  of  the  intercolonial  railway  (or  the  dtvelo])ment  of  the  great  and 
manilold  rchources  uf  the  Provinces,  the  facilitating  the  transmission  of  the  ninils,  the 
securing  im|)rovcd  postal  cominuiiication  betvtceu  Great  Britain  and  Canada  through 
liiitish  territory,  the  udvant.iges  of  tlk'  line  for  niilitaiy  purposes,  and  for  the  consolidation 
(if  your  Miiji'-tN's  dominions  on  this  continent,  hiive  often  been  urged  in  former  representa- 
tions, and  as  olicn  concedcil  by  your  Majesty's  ininisiers. 

Kcceiit  events  have  demoiistrated  the  necessity  for  renewed  exertion  for  the  attainment 
of  an  ubjeet  so  essential  to  iiatunial  interests,  and  the  niainteiiancc  of  national  honour. 

Now  itinnswick  has  niillions  of  acres  uf  ungr.inied  hinds  fit  for  cultivation  and  seltle- 
iiiciit,  vvhieii,  under  a  i;ood  system  uf  colonization,  nii;^ht  be  made  to  contiibutc  to  this 
work. 

Should  your  Majisty's  (ioveniinent,  in  view  i>f  the  great  national  advantages  the  carrying 
out  of  this  Work  will  secure,  adopt  measures  to  proniole  its  construction.  New  ISruuswick 
will  cheeri'nily  contriliule,  in  lands  and  money,  to  the  utmost  ol  her  iiieuiis,  toward  the 
nccoin|)li-hineiit  ol  an  objec;  m  desiralilc. 

Wo  therefore  humbly  pray  your  nio>t  graci.ius  Miiji  f^ty  to  tike  tins  oiir  petition  into 
your  most  favourable  consideration,  and  grant  sucli  aid  tor  the  lonstriietioii  of  an  inter- 
coloiiiiij  railtvay  as  iiiiiy  lie  pn>|i.  rtioiKite  to  tlie  niagnitiide  of  the  work,  and  to  the  Imperial 
interests  iitvolveU  in  this  great  enterprise. 

(signe<l)  Willimn  iSitick, 

President  of  Legislative  Council. 
J.  M.  Jo/nison, 

Speaker  uf  Assembly. 


End.  3,  in  No.  5. 
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Despatches  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 


No.  6. 

The  Dake  of 
Newcastle,  k.o,, 
to  the  Viscount 
Monck. 

11  Dec.  1861. 
•  Page  15. 


(No.  17.) 


No.  e.  — 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Duke  oi  Newcastle,  K.o.,  to  the 

Viscount  Monck. 

My  Lord,  Downing-strect,  11  December  1881. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowlerlge  tlio  receipt  of  your  Lordships'  Despatch, 
No.  4,*  of  tlio  31st  October,  transmitting  copies  of  minutes  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  Canada,  respecting  the  appoiutnient  of  delegates  to  proceed  to 
Eugiand  to  submit  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  the  views  of  the  North 
Annerican  Provinces  on  the  subject  of  the  construction  of  t  intercolonial 
Railwiiy,  and  authorising  the  Hon.  P.  M.  Vankonghnet,  the  Chief  Commissioner 
of  Crown  Lands,  to  represent  the  Government  of  Cansida  on  this  occasion, 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Newcastle. 


No.  7. 
The  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  K.o. 
to  the  Viscount 
Monrk. 

la  April  1862. 
*  Pnge  J  5. 


(No.  93.) 


No.  7.  — 


*  Page  I. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  k.g.,  to  the 

Viscount  Monck.  , 

My  Lord,  Downing-street,  12  April  1802. 

You  art'  nware  tiiat  1  ihily  received  your  Despatch,  N^o.  4,**  of  the  31st  October 
last,  re]M)rting  that  iit  a  meeting  in  the  Coimcil  Chamber  at  Quebec  of  Members 
of  tlie  Councils  of  Cnnadu,  Nova  Scotia,  an<i  .New  Brunswick,  it  was  resolved 
that  those  tlirer  Govern ment-j  should  renew  the  ottir  made  to  the  Imperial 
Goveniiuent  on  the  aotli  October  l.s5s,  to  aid  in  the  coiHtruction  of  an  inter- 
colonial railway  iiitincn  IlaliC  x  and  (Quebec,  and  that  a  delegation  from  the 
Provinces  should  proeetd  to  Enf;land  with  the  view  of  promoting  this  object. 

You  reported  to  me  that  the  llonour.ible  Philip  X'aukoughuet  was  iippoiuted 
to  represent  Canada,  and  not  Ion;;  after«ari!s  this  gentleman,  associated  with  the 
Honourable  .Foscph  Howe  from  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  Honourable  Saniuol  Tilley 
from  New  Mruiiswiek,  arrived  in  England. 

I  had  several  interviews  with  these  gentlemen,  who  urged  with  great  ability 
the  project  comniitteil  to  their  charge,  an<l  cveiitiiaily  embodied  their  views  in  a 
mcinorandum  comniiiuicaled  t'»  mo  in  a  letter  dati'd  the  2d  Ueccinlnr  1801.* 
Unt  owiiii;  t  I  the  uig  iiey  of  business  connected  with  the  threalt!niiii»  aspect  of 
nH'air'*  in  llie  I  idti  d  States,  I  was  unni)le  to  bring  the  subject  under  the  con- 
sidi  ration  of  Iler  Mijestv's  (iovernmcnt  before  tin;  deputies  were  obliged  to 
rtturn  to  tlieir  homes,  anil  other  urutnt  matters  have  hiiberto  prevented  the 
adoption  of  a  decision.  The  ^object  has  now  been  before;  Her  Majesty's  Govem- 
nu'iit,  and  I  m-ed  scarcely  a-snre  vou  that  they  have  examined  it  with  tiie  care 
due  to  the  importance  of  the  ipieotion,  to  the  high  authorities  from  whom  it  hits 
emainiti'd  in  the  Provinces,  and  to  tin'  character  an<l  position  of  the  delegates  by 
whom  it  h  IS  been  so  powerfully  [iri  sented  to  notice  in  this  <'onntry. 

Tiie  length  of  railway  nrcessary  to  complete  the  communication  l)etweeu 
Halifax  and  (jin  lue  is  estiinateil  at  3.'»0  miles,  and  the  cost,  after  deducting  the 
ri;{lit  of  way  whieii  the  Provinces  will  provide, is  estimated  at  three  millions  sterling. 
Such  bein'^r  tln'  data  '•upjilied  by  the  Icputation,  the  project  is  that  the  Imperial 
Government  dionld  join  the  tliice  Provinces  in  a  jiuarantee  of  four  per  cent, 
upon  :t,0()0.0(K)/.,  in  wlii<'h  case  the  Provinces  are  ready  to  pass  bills  of  supply 
for  00,000/.  a  year  (20, 000/.  in  iiudi  Province)  if  the  Imperial  (Jovernment  will 
do  the  same.    The  selectiuu  of  the  route  is  left  solely  to  the  British  Government. 

Should 
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Should  the  sum  of  three  millions  be  found  insufficient,  nothing  very  definite  is 
said  on  the  essential  point  of  the  provision  toJae  made  for  the  completion  of  the 
railway. 

I  much  regret  to  inform  you  that,  after  giving  the  subject  their  best  considera- 
tion, Her  Majesty's  Government  have  not  felt  themselves  at  liberty  to  concur  in 
this  mode  of  assistance.  Anxious,  however,  to  promote  as  far  as  they  can  the 
important  object  of  completing  the  great  line  of  railway  communication  on 
British  ground,  between  the  Atlantic  and  the  westernmost  parts  of  Canada,  and 
to  assist  the  Provinces  in  a  scheme  which  would  so  materially  promote  their 
interests,  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  willing  to  offer  to  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ments an  Imperial  guarantee  of  interest,  towards  enabling  them  to  raise  by  public 
loan,  if  they  should  desire  it,  at  a  moderate  rate,  the  requisite  funds  for  con- 
structing the  railway.  This  was  the  mode  of  action  contemplated  by  Earl  Grey 
in  the  year  1851,  and  is  the  same  method  which  was  adopted  by  Parliament  in 
the  Act  of  1842,  in  order  to  afford  to  Canada  the  benefit  of  Hritish  credit  in 
raising  the  money  with  whicli  she  has  completed  her  great  system  of  internal 
water  communications.  The  nature  and  extent  of  the  guarantee  wliicli  Her 
Majesty's  Government  could  undertake  to  recommend  to  Parliament,  must  be 
determined  by  the  particulars  of  any  scheme  which  the  Provincial  Governments 
may  be  disposed  to  found  on  the  present  proposal,  and  on  tlie  kind  of  security 
which  they  would  offer. 

I  fear  that  this  course  will  not  be  so  acceptable  to  the  Provincial  Governments  ^ 
as  that  which  the  delegates  were  authorised  to  propose  for  consideration.  It  is, 
however,  the  only  one  in  which  Her  Majesty's  Government,  after  anxious 
deliberation,  feel  that  they  would  be  at  liberty  to  participate.  I  trust  that  the 
proposal  will  at  all  events  be  received  as  a  proof  of  their  earnest  wish  to  find 
some  method  in  which  they  can  co-o|jerate  with  the  Provinces  in  their  laudable 
desire  to  complete  a  perfect  intercolonial  communication  over  British  territory. 
And  it  will  be  a  source  of  sincere  pleasure  to  me  if,  adverting  to  all  the  different 
bearings  of  the  subject,  and  to  the  condition  of  their  respective  finances,  the 
Provincial  Governments  should  end  by  finding  it  in  their  power  to  make  use  of 
the  present  offer,  and  to  propound  some  practicable  scheme  for  applying  it  to  the 
attainment  of  the  desired  object. 

1  have  aildressed  a  similar  Despatch  to  the  Lieutenant  Governors  of  Nova 
Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  and  1  must  now  leave  the  subject  in  the  hands  of 
the  several  Provincial  Governments,  who  will  best  know,  in  ease  they  prosecute 
the  subject  further,  how  to  provide  for  the  requisite  mutual  consultations. 

I  have,  &c. 
V  (signed)         Newcastle. 

[Similar  Despatches,  with  the  requisite  adaptations,  were  addressed  at  the 
same  date  to  the  Lieutenant  Governors  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia.] 
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